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February 17, 2011
Pohnpei, FSM—On February 4, parties in 
Chuuk filed a law suit with the Supreme 
Court of the FSM Chuuk State Trial Di-
vision against several Chuuk and FSM 
figures and departments over the distribu-
tion of Compact Infrastructure Program 
(CIP) funds directly to Chuuk municipali-
ties rather than through the Office of the 
Governor (CA 2011-1000).  Specifically 
the civil action refers to allotments issued 
by the National Government directly to 
Tolensom and Udot Municipalities.  Udot 
representatives received $114,362.72  
and Tolensom “representatives” received 
$107,465.80.

The heart of the civil filing centers on the 
National Government’s decision to give 
CIP funds directly to the municipalities rather than channeling that 
money through Governor Simina’s office as the allottee.

Part of the question of Chuuk’s civil action against the FSM seems 
to revolve around who the duly elected “representative” of Tolensom 
is.  Is it Amanto Marsolo, as Chuuk State believes, or Kisauo Esa as 
the FSM National Government believes?  Both Marsolo and Esa have 
called themselves the Mayor of Tolensom, Faichuuk.

FSM National Government 
sources say that “numerous 
court cases” have said that Esa 
is the duly elected Mayor of To-
lensom.

The FSM Government issued 
the CIP allotment check to Esa 
and the plaintiffs said, as part of 
their February 4 court filing that 
they want that money back.

The CIP funds for Chuuk, ac-
cording to FSM National Gov-
ernment sources, were funds that 
went unspent during the original 
Compact of Free Association 
with the United States.  FSM 
National Government sources 
said that during the first Com-
pact, funds given to the FSM by 

the United States Government were not regulated in the way that they 
are under the Compact as amended.  Funds then, for the most part could 
be used as the FSM saw fit to use them, and Chuuk and the FSM agreed 
to spend some of that money in Chuuk municipalities.

According to the Chuuk State filing, on January 10, 2010 FSM’s Presi-

Chuuk files suit against the 
FSM National Government

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

This article was derived from the reports of Laurie Matthews and Erin 
Thompson of the Pacifi c Daily News; Jennifer Naylor Gesick of the Mari-
anas Variety; and Mindy Aguon of Guam’s KUAM news.  PDN Managing 
Editor, David Crisostomo; and Marianas Variety, Editor in Chief Jon An-
derson were also instrumental in providing information for the article.

February 17, 2011
Pohnpei, FSM—Jurors in the Guam District Court deliberated for a day 
and a half before returning a verdict of guilty at 11:50 this morning on all 
counts against Song Ja Cha, the former owner of the “Blue House Lounge” 
in Guam.  Cha’s attorney Howard Trapp said that he will move for a new 
trial and failing that his client will appeal the decision of the jury.

Song Ja Cha, 67, and her husband, In Han Cha, 58 were indicted in June 
of 2008 by a federal grand jury on one count of conspiracy, eight counts 
of sex traffi cking, one count of sex traffi cking of a minor, nine counts of 
coercion and enticement to travel for purpose of prostitution, one of those 
counts involved a minor, and a forfeiture allegation.  A forfeiture allega-
tion means that since Song Ja Cha was convicted of all of the crimes of 

Song Ja Cha guilty of all charges in 
“Blue House” sex trafficking
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See “Blue House” on page 4Artist rendering  of Song Ja Cha by Dominador “Jhun” Clavecilla
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FSM Petroleum Corporation

February 10, 2011
Pohnpei, FSM—International oil prices 
have continued to increase steadily from 
record lows of $55/bbl in January 2009 
to well over $115/bbl in January 2011. 
Market analysts expect a return to prices 
that regularly exceed $120/bbl.

In regional markets, Shell, Mobil and 
76 have continued to increase prices 
at the pump. Over the last two months, 
prices in Guam, CNMI, and Palau have 
increased over 35 cents per gallon at the 
pump.

Guam : Regular gasoline now sells for 
$4.08 a gallon for self serve, $4.30 a 
gallon for full service, and diesel for 
$4.15 a gallon.
 
Saipan : Regular gasoline now sells for 
$4.34 per gallon and diesel for $4.42 per 
gallon. 
Since July 2010, prices in the FSM have 
remained stable, with prices 
at the service stations around 
$4.20 a gallon for regular fuel 
and recently $4.10 a gallon 
for diesel. 

“We have cushioned the im-
pact of rising oil prices as 
long as we can, and we are not 
able to sustain it much longer. 
This month our fuel cargo 
has cost over $4.2million, ap-
proximately $1million dollars 
more than this time last year.” 
says the Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Jared Morris. 

The FSMPC has been sup-
plying fuel since July 2008, 
when pump prices were at a 
record high of $6.22 per gal-
lon for regular fuel in FSM, 

with Guam around $4.80 per gallon. A comparison of 
pump prices continue to be the consumers preferred 
choice to benchmark how competitive domestic sup-
ply arrangements are relative to other countries. 

“When we assumed the operations from Mobil, the 
price difference between Guam and the FSM was ap-
proximately $1.41 per gallon. Structural cost reduc-
tion programs were implemented to decrease pump 
difference to an average of $0.85 per gallon in 2009, 
and a further sustainable decrease to approximately 
$0.45 per gallon at the end of 2010. A price increase 
for gasoline and diesel at the pump is expected within 
two weeks as the difference of only $0.20 per gallon 
between Guam and the FSM is unsustainable for our 
operations at the present time.” says Mr. Morris.
 
Based on the sustainable pump difference between 
Guam and the FSM for 2011 of between $0.45 and 
$0.55 per gallon, residents can expect to pay up 
to $4.55 per gallon for regular gasoline and diesel 
as price increases are implemented over coming 
weeks. 
These increases have been passed on to power utili-
ties, and electricity tariffs are expected to rise sig-
nificantly due directly to the higher average cost of 
buying oil which is now over $115/bbl as opposed to 
$90/bbl for the majority of 2010.

International oil prices to drive 
increased pump prices in FSM

Pohnpei DPS source says that 
fugitive has been re-captured
By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

February 17, 2011
Pohnpei, FSM—A highly placed source at the Pohnpei State Department of 
Public Safety said late last week that Stephen Laurdine, who escaped during a 
police interrogation regarding an early morning attack of Merselina Brown on 
January 10 was recaptured earlier in the week.  Laurdine is also accused of the 
November 17 early morning attacks against SDA student missionary teachers.

The police source said that detectives are working on the potential of charging 
Laurdine’s parents who allegedly harbored the fugitive, their son in their home 
near the SDA school.

The Police source said that Stephen Laurdine is also suspected of at least seven 
burglaries.

The police source said that he wasn’t yet sure whether or not charges would be 
fi led against any parties regarding the receipt of stolen goods from the burglaries 
Laurdine is accused of committing but that the department is  working in that 
direction.

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

February 17, 2011
Colonia, Yap—Saying that “times are changing,” Larry Raigetal, one of 
the four candidates for Congress in Yap has made what may have been 
an unprecedented move for Yap politics to schedule two public forums.  
He has invited all of the candidates to join him in meeting the public on 
Friday, February 25th and Friday March 4th at the Colonia Community 
Center.  Both events are to be held at 2:00 in the afternoon.

The fl ier invites members of the public in Yap to “Meet Your Candidates” 
for a public discussion and general question and answer session on top-
ics that might interest them as they make their choices for the two FSM 
Congress seats.

The other candidates for Congress are Vincent Figir and incumbents Jo-
seph Urusemal and Isaac Figir.  Raigetal is running for Yap’s two year 
seat in the FSM Congress.

 “I believe that it is in the best interest of our voting constituents and the 
people of our great State of Yap to be afforded the opportunity to share 

Yap candidate for Congress schedules 
a public forum for all candidates

See “Yap forum” on page 5
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ACTUARIAL 
CONSULTANCY 

SERVICES
MiCare Health Insurance Plan is seeking 
for Actuarial Consultancy Services or 
groups who may be qualifi ed to perform 
the following scope of activities:

General Duty:    A Review of 
MiCare’s Premium Adequacy including a 
study of expenses, income, membership 
and other essential factors relating to the 
operation of the Plan.

Specifi c activities include, but not limited 
to, the following:
1. Review expenditure trends during  
 the past 4 years and compared it  
 with the premium rates and other  
 source(s) of revenue;
2. Review local medical services  
 and referral utilizations in order to  
 develop long-term-care insurance  
 policies that would provide the  
 noted trend in the occurrences   
 of chronic ailments like heart   
 diseases, diabetics, stroke, cancer,  
 etc.;
3. Review the present Relative Unit  
 Value (RUV) rates used for local  
 and off-island providers;
4. Review current Chronic   
 Refi ll program and make   
 recommendations to reduce 
 or eliminate negative impacts on  
 MiCare operations, including an  
 alternative pharmaceutical   
 premium ;
5. Review possible inclusion of  
 eligible FSM citizens residing in  
 Guam, Hawaii and the U.S. with  
 a higher Basic premium rate;
6. Review different premium   
 structure for self-referred   
 Supplemental Resident   
 premiums based on travel 
 costs and off-island medical costs  
 in the Philippines, Guam and  
 Hawaii. 
7. Review current travel subsidy to  
 members’ referrals and suggest  
 other ways of paying the   
 increasing airline costs to the  
 Philippines;
8. Perform other duties as agreed by  
 MiCare and Consultant. 

Cost and Terms of Payment.
Both parties will negotiate the costs of 
Actuarial Consultancy and the terms of 

payment upon submission of interests by 
the Consultant(s).

Closing Date to submit expression of interests
Any interested consultancy group or 

individuals may submit their interest now 
until February 28, 2011 or until fi lled.

Address:
Please submit your statement of interest to:
Mr. Nena S. Nena
Administrator
MiCare Health Insurance Plan
P.O. Box 2156
Kolonia, Pohnpei
Federated States of Micronesia 96941
Email: nnena@micareplan.fm

By Marstella Jack

On February 14, 2011 thousands of “V-
Day” benefi t events took place around the 
world, educating millions of people about 
the reality of violence against women and 
girls.  In Pohnpei, COM-FSM organized 
2 V-Day events with local volunteers to 
produce Ensler’s infamous “The Vagina 
Monologues.”  According to the offi cial V-
Day website, www.vday.org, the FSM is the 
ONLY country in the entire Pacifi c to have 
held V-Day events in 2011.

The two events were held at 1pm at the Na-
tional Campus and at 6pm at the Pohnpei 
Campus.  The turnout was successful given 
that most of the estimated 115 people who 
attended the events were COM students.  
These are the young men and women who 
are the target audience in this endeavor so 
they can make the right choice to live in 
a future free from violence.  At the end of 
the V-Day events, male audience members 
were invited (and challenged) to step for-
ward and take a prewritten pledge: “On 
this V-Day, February 14, 2011, I pledge 
to always protect the woman or women in 
my life from violence and abuse." One of 
the courageous young men who took and 
signed the pledge is known within the lo-
cal community as someone who grew up 
seeing his mother beaten black and blue 
by his father. If this movement increases in 
Pohnpei, there is a high likelihood that this 
young man will keep his pledge for a long 
time to come.

The Vagina Monologues were performed 
by full time COM Instructors from both 

National and Pohnpei Campuses including 
Leilani Welley Biza, Mariana Ben Dereas, 
Delihna Manuel Ehmes, Resida Samson 
Keller, and Stacy Tadlock. Marstella E. 
Jack, Attorney at Law, performed a mono-
logue at both events.

The only student was Lisa Christine Ditch-
en who gave a powerful and deeply mov-
ing  reading of the monologue entitled "My 
Vagina Was My Village" about the experi-
ences of Bosnian women who were system-
atically raped during the war in the former 
Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. 

Cecilia Sodre, Project Manager of the UN's 
Millennium Development Goals for the 
FSM read Eve Ensler's introduction to the 
monologue performed by Ms. Ditchen.

Tracey Resetar-Foster was the Master of 
Ceremonies for the 1:00 pm event.  Sta-
cy Tadlock  was the MC for the 6:00 pm 
event.  

The website describes V-Day as a global 
activist movement to stop violence against 
women and girls, and supports anti-violence 
organizations throughout the world, helping 
them to continue and expand their core work 
on the ground, while drawing public atten-
tion to the larger fi ght to stop worldwide 
violence (including rape, battery, incest, 
female genital mutilation (FGM), sex slav-
ery, sexual harassment) against women and 
girls. V-Day exists for no other reason than 
to stop violence against women.  Through 
V-Day campaigns, local volunteers and col-
lege students produce annual benefi t per-
formances of Eve Ensler’s play The Vagina 

Monologues, and a variety of other events 
such as screenings of V-Day's documentary 
Until The Violence Stops.  

Senator Magdalena Walter and Detective 
Hermis Hedmund were invited to speak at 
the event on the ongoing efforts that Pohn-
pei is undertaking in order to eliminate 
violence against women and girls.  Senator 
Walter spoke on the pending legislative bill 
on Domestic Violence that she introduced 
in 2008.  Detective Hedmund said that the 
police have undertaken several trainings 
with the New Zealand police to “incorpo-
rate stringent in-house guidelines on how to 
deal with a reported case involving domes-
tic violence or violence against women”.  

There is hope that Pohnpei may see a “No 
Drop Policy” soon. [Editor’s note: Ms. Jack 
did not defi ne “No Drop Policy,” in her ar-
ticle.]

Marstella E. Jack also spoke about the 
Resolution on Domestic Violence adopted 
by the FSM Women Conference in Kosrae 
last July, the recent launch of the 16 days 
campaign on Violence against Women by 
the Pohnpei Women Advisory Council, and 
the renewed commitment by FSM women 
NGOs to start working on DV awareness 
raising events.  

V-Day is observed annually on Valentine’s 
Day.  

Many thanks should go to COM-FSM for 
endorsing this very powerful play, and es-
pecially to the producer Mr. Rohaizad Suai-
di for his impressive Broadway skills. 

“V-Day” celebrated in FSM to end violence 
against women and girls

Press Release of the 
Pohnpei Department of Public Safety

Pohnpei, FSM—On Friday, January 
2011, a turnover ceremony was held at 
the Pohnpei Department of Public Safety 
Training Center transferring fi ve laptop 
computers donated by the government 

of the People’s Republic of China to the 
Pohnpei State Department of Public Safe-
ty.

The computers were conveyed by His Ex-
cellency, Ambassador Zhang Weidong of 
the Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
China to the FSM and received by the Di-

Chinese government donates computers 
to Pohnpei police rector’s Representative, Chief Joe Roby 

and the staff of the Division of Police and 
Security.

The computers will be used for training 
purposes in order to upgrade the know-
ledge of the Police regarding computer 
systems which will be in place for the Di-
vision of Police and Security.

“The Division of Police and Security this 
year will be utilizing a new computer sys-
tem which will transform the manual op-
eration system to an electronic computer 
system,” Chief Roby said.  He concluded 
by saying that this is the fi rst time that 
the Chinese Government has made such 
a generous donation of computers to the 
Pohnpei Department of Public Safety and 
that the donation would enhance the capa-
bility of the Police in dealing with public 
needs.

Present at the ceremony were Lt. Patrick 
Carl, Captain Benido Optaia, Chief of Po-
lice Joe Roby, Captain Hermis Edmond, 
His Excellency Ambassador Zhang Wei-
dong, Counselor Qin Jian, and Deputy 
Chief of Police Tony Pernet.

Police Chief Joe Roby and Ambassador 
Zhang Weidong sign papers for the 

transfer of computers from China to the 
Department of Public Safety
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By Yasuo Yamada

February 7, 2011
Pohnpei, FSM—Nikawad Madolenihmw, 
Micronesia Bound Inc. known by most as 
“Aramas Kapw” completed Course #169 
and graduated 9 participants out of 14 that 
were originally registered at the beginning 
of the course.

The participants were subjected to a train-
ing course that lasted 22 days that covered 
several different topics including Mountain 
Expedition and Traditional Canoe making 
taught by Micronesia Bound’s own com-
munity educator Mr. John Joakim and Mr. 
Wetsin Dikoi.

Participants gained 
hands on experience 
and outfi eld experi-
ence. 

The parents present 
on graduation day 
proudly observed 
what their offspring 
had accomplished 
while they studied at 
Nikawad in Mado-
lenihmw.  The course 
would not have been 
so successful without 
the support of parents.

Micronesia Bound, Inc. would like to ac-
knowledge State and local government of-
fi cials for their time, effort and dedication 
in educating our youths of today who may 
become our leaders of tomorrow.  Micro-
nesia Bound would also like to thank the 
Chiefs and the Mayor of the  Pohnpei mu-
nicipalities for selecting the participants to 
represent them.  

Present at the short ceremony for the awards 
was board President Walberg Hadley and 
Mr. Edward Prens, Public Relations Offi cer.

Aramas Kapw graduates nine

Front :( Left to Right) Hermis Jr. Makaya, Raynard Elwise, Boy 
Randall Peter, Noel Joel and Ray Hendy

Back: (Left to Right) Kapono Ray Allen, Jeffrey Peter, Herson Tom 
and Marson Edward

which she is accused, the ill gotten gains 
from the commission of those crimes will 
be seized by the United States Govern-
ment.  The indictment listed a total dollar 
amount of those gains of $250,543.44.

Since the time of the 2008 indictment In 
Han Cha died.

The Cha’s were accused in the indictment 
of paying one or more Chuukese recruit-
ers to fi nd young, skinny girls to leave 
their homes in Chuuk and travel to Guam 
ostensibly to work in a restaurant or in a 
store.  The Cha’s paid for their passports 
and airline tickets and promised that they 
would send the money the girls earned 
back home to their families.  According 
to testimony during the trial once the girls 
got to Guam Cha withheld their passports 
and forced them into prostitution in her 
karaoke bar, the Blue House Lounge.  
Prosecutors said that the Cha’s stripped 
all of the girls of their Chuukese identi-
ties by not only confi scating their pass-
ports but by giving them new names.  For 
the young Chuukese girls, one as young 
as 16 when she was recruited, it seemed 
to be a matter of “go along to get along.”  

Victims testifi ed of being beaten, dragged 
through broken glass, and intimidated by 
threats of arrest not necessarily for the 

prostitution activities into which they’d 
been forced but because they owed Cha 
money for their passports and airline tick-
ets.  That threat must have seemed very 
real to the victims.  Testimony revealed 
that Guam police offi cers often visited 
the bar both on and off duty.

Offi cer David Q. Manila who is now the 
subject of an internal investigation within 
the Guam Police department because of 
his court testimony said that he responded 
to calls to the bar as many as three times 
each week.  He admitted to telling some of 
the victims that they needed to pay back 
the money they owed to the Cha’s.  He 
said that he refused on a number of occa-
sions to “chase down” girls who had “run 
away” from the bar.  Manila also admitted 
during his testimony that he had paid $40 
for two drinks for one of the girls while 
he was off duty.  In return he had sex with 
the girl in one of the VIP rooms.

The young women said that if they didn’t 
please the male customers, Cha, who they 
called “mama san,” would withhold food.  
The girls all lived on the premises of the 
bar.

One of the victims testifi ed that she lost 
her virginity in a VIP room at the Blue 
House Lounge to a customer who had 
paid the Cha’s $40 for drinks and who 
overpowered her.  

... Blue House
Continued from front page

See “Blue House (2)” on page 10
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through a dialogue and be informed of our indi-
vidual platforms on which our candidacies are 
based,” Raigetal said in a January 31 letter to 
the three other candidates.  “I am aware that this 
kind of public forum is not generally the way of 
doing things here in Yap.”

“I hope you will forgive me in saying that times 
are changing and so must we adapt to these 
changes.  Democratic government and all its in-
tricacies, is but a form of these changes.  There 
is much at stake here and there are public opin-
ions and concerns that deserve greater attention 
by anyone who strives to represent them in Con-
gress,” the letter concludes.

In an email “blind copied” to supporters and 
media outlets including The Kaselehlie Press 
Raigetal said, “I know a public debate may be too 
diffi cult to achieve at this time as it may require 
more in terms of facilitating it [than there is time 
left.]  What I wish to accomplish through these 

two events is to provide all four of us the oppor-
tunity to share with the people what we stand for 
and to allow for Q&A from those whom we will 
represent.  Word is getting around the island and 
there are excitements as well as criticism on this 
approach I am taking but let us not waver as we 
all know the importance of achieving a well in-
formed voting public.  My hope is that the other 
three candidates will see merit in this and come 
join me.  But do know that with or without them, 
I will avail myself to meet people.”

At press time Vincent Figir had confi rmed his 
participation in the event.  

Raigetal said in an email that neither Congress 
Speaker Isaac Figir nor Congress Chairman 
Joseph Urusemal will be participating in the 
events.

“Joe Urusemal called me prior to my travel to the 
outer island(s) and said he and Speaker Figir will 
not join as they think anyone can just go and see 
them at their offi ces for any questions and this 
is not Yapese way of doing things,” Raigetal’s 
email said.

... Yap forum
Continued from page 2

FSM Information Services

February 14, 2011
Palikir, Pohnpei -  On February 8,  the sec-
ond day of the FSM National Economic Sym-
posium taking place last week in Chuuk, 
Ambassador Zhang Weidong of the Chinese 
Embassy and Ambassador Peter Prahar of the 
U.S. Embassy presented their views to the 
180 registered attendants regarding what they 
believe could assist in the economic revital-
ization of the FSM.

“There can be diverse modes of development 
in the humanity’s road to modernization,” 
said Ambassador Weidong.  He explained 
that China’s way of development towards 
the goal of becoming “a prosperous, strong, 
democratic, civilized and harmonious modern 
country,” has to take into account the fact that 
China is a developing country, a country in 
transition, and a socialist country. 

“The Chinese way of development is one of 
the many modes in the world and I don’t want 
to say that it is the best, but it is the most 
suitable way to China,” said Weidong.  He 
stated he knew that FSM has its own dream 
on how it sees its future, and stressed that “we 
must work hard for that dream, we must work 
united for that dream, and work step-by-step 
to realize that dream.”

Next, Ambassador Prahar took to the podium.  
“We all know why we are here,” said Ambas-
sador Prahar, “the FSM’s economic perfor-
mance has continued to disappoint all of us. 
I think it is fair to say that all of us are very 
frustrated.”  

Ambassador Prahar suggested the National 
and State governments focus their efforts on 
considering impediments to growth that can 
be changed, as opposed to those over which 
we have little control and which are inherent 
to all Pacific Island economies, including: the 

relatively high costs of energy and transpor-
tation, small domestic markets, and frequent 
natural disasters.

“The impediments to growth that you can over-
come are largely the result of human choice,” 
said Prahar.  He then went on to list six sug-
gestions or areas in which changes would most 
likely spur private-sector led growth.  

First, tax reform.  “The FSM needs to reform 
its tax system to improve efficiency, trans-
parency, and effectiveness and to encourage 
investment and increased business activity,” 
said Prahar.   

Second, land registration and titling reform.  
The Ambassador admitted he knew this was 
a sensitive area, “but I am also sure everyone 
realizes that no sensible investor, domestic or 
foreign, wants to put his money into improv-
ing someone else’s property,” said Prahar, “an 
investor needs security of title, lease, or ease-
ment.”

His third suggestion emphasized the need to 
operate public utilities on a commercially sus-
tainable basis; and the fourth called for the 
maintenance of public infrastructure: roads, 
sewers, water systems, ports, schools, govern-
ment offices, and medical facilities.  

Fifth, the Ambassador asked for the “liber-
alization and harmonization of foreign in-
vestment regulations coupled with an active 
search for legitimate investors.”  And his sixth 
and last suggestion for an impediment to eco-
nomic growth that the FSM has in its power 
to remove was that of the lack of an adequate 
education system.  

“I think every businessman would agree that a 
skilled workforce is a requirement for a busi-
ness to be successful on a sustained basis,” 
said Prahar.  “Teachers and principals must 
accept responsibility for the purpose of these 
institutions:  teaching the young people who 
will create the future.  If they do not accept a 
commitment to this purpose or if they lack the 

skills to realize it, they do not belong.  You need to move them out 
and make room for those who are committed and capable.”

Throughout his speech, Ambassador Prahar even suggested a mar-
keting slogan for the nation after the above-referenced reforms had 
been undertaken: “FSM: Open for Business.”

Next Ieske Iehsi and Mark Heath of Micronesia Registration Ad-
visers offered an outline of the work accomplished by MRA since 
its inception, including the recently licensed PermCore Insurance 
Company Ltd. - a global credit card brand originating from Japan.

Spensin James and Joe Habuchimai gave a summary of the major 
components of the College of Micronesia’s Master Plan as far as 
what improvements they will implement in the areas of instruction, 
facilities and use of technology, long-term financial planning of col-
lege funds, as well as, improving the design and delivery of voca-
tional programs.

The Center for Micronesian Empowerment (CME), represented by 
Gerson Jackson, Consul General of FSM in Guam; Michael Ghigli-
one, Executive Director of CME, and Jay Merrill, Secretary of the 
Board of Directors of CME, offered some inspiring statistics regard-
ing the job training program they have created in Guam for Micro-
nesians.  “Eighty-nine percent of the 168 trainees have successfully 
passed the CME training program,” said Ghiglione, “of these, 94% 
were successfully placed in full-time jobs in Guam.”

The last presentation of the morning was given by Andrew Yatilman, 
Director of the Office of Environmental and Emergency Manage-
ment.  More details about this presentation will be forthcoming in 
connection with the final NES resolutions.

That same afternoon, and the following two days, the participants 
broke out into their assigned working groups to identify the con-
straints to FSM’s economic growth in the areas of investment and 
trade, infrastructure, transportation, business regulations and logis-
tics, and human resource development.

Diplomatic Corps speaks at FSM National Economic 
Symposium



The
K a s e l e h l i e  P r e s s

February 21 2011 - March 6, 2011
6

TRADE HAUS LOGISTICS LTD. CHEAP USED CARS FROM JAPAN!

www.JapanTradeCar.comTRADE HAUS LOGISTICS LTD.

TEL+81-52-203-9900 | FAX: +81-52-203-9933
info@JapanTradeCar.com

*Prices on this advert do not include shipping. Contact us to get a free quote. 

Stock Number 5125

TOYOTA IPSUM
Year 1997, 7 Seats
FOB US$ 1,880*

M JAPAN!
ock Number 5125

TOYOTA IPSUM
ear 1997, 7 Seats

Stock Number 5939

HONDA CR-V
4WD, Year 1995

FOB US$ 2,460*

Stock Number 593

HONDA CR-V
4WD, Year 1995

FOB US$ 2,460*

Stock Number 4663

TOYOTA RAV 4
4WD, Year 1999

FOB US$ 4,220*
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*

tock Number 46St

TOYOTA RAV 4T
4WD, Year 1999

FOB US$ 4,220F

Stock Number 5923

MAZDA BONGO TRUCK
850 Kg, Year 1998
FOB US$ 2,680*

ear 1997, 7 Seats
FOB US$ 1,880*

63

4
9
0*

tock Number 5923St

DA BONGO TRUCKMAZD
850 Kg,8 Year 1998
FOB US$ 2,680*F

Big Selection Of Vehicles!
180 Sedans, 60 Vans, 80 4WDs, 90 Trucks and Buses 

Contact Us Today!

Stock Number 6114

NISSAN MARCH
Year 2002, Low Mileage

FOB US$ 2,320*

TRADE HAUS LOGISTICS LTD. CHEA
Stock Number 61

NISSAN MARC
Year 2002 Low MileYear 2002, Low Mile

FOB US$ 2,320

Stock Number 6119

HONDA ODYSSEY
Year 1998

FOB US$ 1,860*
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ock Number 61119Sto

ONDA ODYSSEEYHO
Year 1998Year 1998

FOB US$ 1,86000*FF

AUSTRALIAN REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIP (ARDS)   

INTAKE YEAR 2012
Opening Date: 22 February 2011

 Closing Date: 31 March 2011

Eligible citizens of the Federated States of Micronesia are invited to apply for 
awards commencing in January 2012 for full time undergraduate and post-graduate 
study in Fiji, Vanuatu and Samoa.  Awards cover tuition, accommodation, living 
expenses and airfares.

To be eligible to apply students must:

• Have completed an Associate Degree or equivalent, or due to    
 complete by June 2011 with minimum GPA of 2.8, OR
• Be over 25 years with High School GPA 2.8 or above and    
 have a minimum of 5 years work experience related to the fi eld of study.

Students just fi nishing High School are NOT eligible.

Expression of Interest Forms are available at:
the Australian Embassy website      www.fsm.embassy.gov.au     
the FSM  National Scholarship Offi ce, 
2nd fl oor AMCRES building, Kolonia, Pohnpei
Pohnpei Dept of Education, Scholarship Offi ce, Mitaro Simina
Kosrae: Dept of Education, Scholarship Offi ce, Alokoa Sigrah
Yap: Dept of Resources & Dev, Scholarship Offi ce, Brian Southwick
Chuuk: Dept of Education, Scholarship Offi ce, Joyce Otoko 
the COM Financial Aid Offi ce, Pohnpei
the Australian Embassy, HE Building (next  to Sea Breeze Hotel)

All completed Expression of Interest Forms should be submitted to the appro-
priate Scholarship Boards offi ce above by 31 March 2011.

FSM Congress

February 4, 2011
Beijing, CHINA (FSM EMBASSY). - 
Speaker Isaac V. Figir of the Sixteenth Con-
gress of the Federated States of Micronesia 
has met with Director General Xie Fen of 
the North America and Oceania Affairs in 
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

On January 31 2011, the Honorable Xie 
Feng, Director General of the North Amer-
ica and Oceania Affairs in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of 
China, along with key offi cials of the Min-
istry met with and hosted Speaker Figir and 
his delegation to a reception at the St. Regis 
Hotel in Beijing. 

On behalf of the People and Government of 
the Federated States of Micronesia, through 
Director General Xie, Speaker Figir ex-
tended warm greetings and best wishes to 
the leadership and people of the People’s 
Republic of China. Noting the importance of 
the FSM-China relationship, Speaker Figir 
expressed his appreciation to the Director 
General for all of the assistance and coop-
eration between the two countries. 

Speaker Figir expressed his appreciation for 
the two passenger cargo vessels along with 
the many infrastructure projects and techni-
cal assistance that China has extended and 
provided to the FSM over the past years.  

Having met with FSM students in Beijing 

recently on Saturday evening, the Speaker 
also took the opportunity to thank the Chi-
nese Government and registered his deep 
satisfaction towards the Chinese scholarship 
program extended to FSM students. 

Speaker Figir noted the FSM-China Model 
relationship and reiterated to Director Gener-
al his unwavering commitment and support 
of the “One China Policy.” Having served 
as the former Chairman of the Committee 
of External Affairs of the FSM Congress in 
the past, Speaker Figir indicated that the re-
lationship has reached a very mature stage 
and proposed that the two countries should 
look into other areas of cooperation that 
would deepen this relationship.  Fisheries is 
among the areas of cooperation suggested by 
Speaker Figir. 

In response to Speaker Figir’s comments, 
Director General Xie extended his appre-
ciation towards Speaker Figir’s visit through 
China and informed him that China attaches 
great importance to its relationship with the 
Pacifi c Island Countries including the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia. 

Director General Xie acknowledged the long 
lasting relationship between FSM-China and 
indicated that there is great potential for the 
two countries to explore economic coopera-
tion in the area of fi sheries development. Di-
rector General Xie expressed to Speaker Fi-
gir China’s willingness to do its part to assist 
in facilitating economic development in the 
FSM. He further mentioned the possibility 

of having periodic consultations between the 
two countries to plan and better coordinate 
the Chinese development assistance to the 
FSM. 

Continued high level exchanges between the 
two countries are indicative of the impor-
tance that both sides attach to this bilateral 
relationship. In 2010, President Mori, Vice 
President Alik, and Vice Speaker Primo re-
spectively lead delegations to visit China 
and its provinces during the Shanghai World 
Expo. 

The Director General appreciates such visits 
and welcomes and encourages the continued 
people to people exchanges between FSM 
and China.  Director General Xie informed 
Speaker Figir that while he has not person-
ally visited the Pacifi c, he has neverthe-
less seen a glimpse of the Pacifi c cultures 
through performances and promotions done 
in Beijing by Pacifi c Island students study-
ing in China and he is looking forward to a 
visit to the Pacifi c islands. 

In honor of the upcoming Lunar New Year, 
also referred to as the Spring Festival, the 
Director General concluded the formal part 
of the meeting by reiterating his appreciation 
of the timely meeting and wished for further 
development of the bilateral relationship be-
tween FSM and China during the new year, 
the Year of the Rabbit. Rabbits are described 
to be energetic and fast, which Director Gen-
eral hopes to be refl ective of both countries’ 
growth and relationship. 

Speaker Figir meets officials of China’s Oceania Affairs

O7 February 2011, Secretariat of the Pacifi c 
Community (SPC) –The United States Peace 
Corps and the Secretariat of the Pacifi c Com-
munity have signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) that will allow for the place-
ment of Peace Corps volunteers in SPC to assist 
in some institutional and organisational work.
 In welcoming this arrangement, SPC 
Director-General Dr Jimmie Rodgers said that 
the MOU is an overarching understanding that 
will benefi t SPC, particularly since the special-
ist volunteers will be working at SPC during a 
transitional period.  
 The volunteers will be engaged under 
the Peace Response Volunteers programme, 
and they come to the Secretariat with many 
years of experience in their fi elds.  
 ‘In signing this MOU, the Peace 
Corps and SPC are agreeing to collaborate on 
organisational strengthening in Fiji,’ Dr Rod-
gers said.
 Peace Corps provides volunteers with 
courses in local languages and cultures, as well 
as some technical training. 
‘We recognise that Peace Corps service is a life-
defi ning leadership experience in an organisa-
tion with more than 50 years of existence and 
a volunteer service programme in the areas of 
education, youth and community development, 
health, business, information and communica-
tions technology, agriculture and the environ-
ment, all of which are development issues at the 
heart of the work that SPC carries out in its 22 
member countries and in communities across 
the Pacifi c region,’ Dr Rodgers said.

US Peace Corps 
to work with SPC
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Pohnpei, FSM - Australia’s Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Pacifi c Affairs, Richard Marles visited 
Pohnpei on February 2, 2011 as part of a famil-
iarization visit to the region.  This was his fi rst 
visit to the North Pacifi c region and his fi rst visit 
to the Federated States of Micronesia.

His visit to the FSM actually began on Febru-
ary 1 when he met with FSM President Manny 
Mori at the FSM Consulate in Guam.

Traveling aboard an Australian military aircraft, 
Mr. Marles and his entourage which included 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation video 
journalist Sean Dorney traveled fi rst to Palau, 
then to Guam, and Saipan before they arrived in 
Pohnpei.  His fi nal North Pacifi c destination on 
this particular trip took him to the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands.

During his visit he arranged for a fi fteen minute 
interview with The Kaselehlie Press.  The inter-
view wasn’t nearly long enough to discuss all of 
the many areas in which the Australian and the 
FSM governments have interaction. Moments 
after the interview, Mr. Marles was off to the 
Pacifi c Islands Central School fi eld to watch at 
least part of a soccer match and to meet with 
some members of the FSM Football Associa-
tion.

According to a later press release Mr. Marles 
said the skill and enthusiasm on display at that 
event was impressive.

“Soccer is a great team sport that suits all ages 
and fi tness levels and one of the strengths of 
this program is that it will develop game skills 
among school children, hopefully instilling a 
life-long love of the sport.”

Supported by the Australian Sports Outreach 
Program (ASOP), the program will initially es-
tablish youth and adult soccer leagues in each 
of the four FSM states with at least four UEFA 
Level 1 qualifi ed coaches in each state.

The aim is to have four state teams ready to 
compete in the next FSM Games held in Pohn-
pei later this year.
Later that evening he joined invited guests at a 

reception at the home of Austra-
lia’s Ambassador Susan Cox.

Our interview follows:

Many of us in the FSM are not 
familiar with the structure of the 
Australian Government.  Can 
you please tell us what a Parlia-
mentary Secretary is?

I’m a member of Parliament.  
I’m a member of the House of 
Representatives and represent 
an area which is based on the 
city of Jolong which is about an 
hour southwest of Melbourne in 
the State of Victoria.  So I fi ll that 
role.  As a member of the govern-

ing party I’m a member of the Executive Gov-
ernment as well.  A Parliamentary Secretary is I 
suppose, to use the U.S. term a bit like an under-
secretary, if you like.  I’m an assistant Minister 
and my responsibility is in the Foreign Affairs 
portfolio and we’ve long, on the Labor Party 
side of politics, liked to have that role focus spe-
cifi cally on the Pacifi c, hence the title “Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Pacifi c Island Affairs.”

My role is really to work with the Foreign Min-
ister, Kevin Rudd in managing our relationships 
with those countries of the Pacifi c, of the Pacifi c 
Island Forum, but also to build relationships 
with the territories of that region as well.

How’s the trip been so far?  I know it’s been a 
whirlwind.

Yeah, it always is and that is the unfortunate side 
of things but the Pacifi c’s a big place and I’m 
keen to get to all of it.  And look, it’s been fan-
tastic.  It’s my fi rst time in this region, in Micro-
nesia in the North Pacifi c and obviously it’s my 
fi rst visit to the Federated States of Micronesia.  
This is a remarkably beautiful part of the world 
and I’m sorry that it is such a short visit.  But I 
think that one of the things that we are very keen 
to demonstrate on this visit is the importance 
that we place on our relationship with the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia and obviously the 
other countries in this region.  We do see this as 
our neighborhood and our neighborhood in the 
sense, through the Pacifi c Island Forum is not 
one which stops at the equator; the North Pa-
cifi c is very much a part of it as well and I think 
that there are lots of issues which are shared 
in common between all of the island countries 
of the Pacifi c, north and south of the equator, 
fi shing being one and making sure that there’s 
a good economic return from that resource.  Cli-
mate change is obviously an issue that affects all 
of the countries in the Pacifi c.  So it’s been really 
good to engage with the countries about that but 
in the process, demonstrate the signifi cance we 
place on our relationship with the countries of 
this region in particular the Federated States of 
Micronesia.

We interviewed Duncan Kerr when he was 
here and he said that he hoped that the Aus-
tralian Government would be able to move 
forward on their response to climate change 
but that he was uncertain whether or not the 
political climate at that time was right.  What 
direction is Australia moving in terms of its re-

sponse to climate change?

I suppose the fi rst point to make is that we re-
gard climate change as one of the really great 
issues of our age and something that the world 
simply must come to terms with.  We would 
love to see an internationally binding agreement 
in relation to carbon emissions.  We were very 
active in the lead up to the Copenhagen confer-
ence.  The Prime Minister at the time, Kevin 
Rudd, now the Foreign Minister was a friend 
of the Chair along with the President of Mexico 
in the lead up to Copenhagen.  So we were an 
active participant in that as we were in Cancun.  
So our international stance is very clear.

We also think that to get to the next level of 
specifi city that the fast track climate change ad-
aptation funds which have been promised by, if 
you like, the “global donors,” are a really im-
portant resource for countries such as the Feder-
ated States of Micronesia; that we need to see 
that money fl owing as quickly as we can.  So to-
day we’ve committed $599 million globally as 
our contribution to the “fast track funds.”  $160 
million of that will come to the Pacifi c.  We’ve 
already committed almost 80% of that, which 
is important in itself but we hope it has a larger 
importance in the sense of sending a message 
to the rest of those countries contributing to the 
fund that they need to get those funds fl owing as 
quickly as possible.

The fi nal point I’d make is that domestically in 
Australia we are doing what we can to try and 
place a price on carbon.  The, what was then 
the Rudd Labor government now the Gillard 
Labor government, has put forward a bill to 
Parliament which would place a price on car-
bon within our economy.  Unfortunately it did 
not get through the Parliament.  We have now, 
under the leadership of the Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard initiated a process a process of dialogue 
with all of the signifi cant players within our 
economy to try to “have another go at that,” if 
you like and to make sure that we can get a price 
on carbon.  We think that’s a critical piece of mi-
croeconomic reform in Australia and the most 
important thing we can do to contribute to the 
global effort to reduce carbon emissions.

It’s never economically popular though is it 
…

No, it’s not, well let me rephrase that, it’s eco-
nomically diffi cult is the answer to that question.  
Having said that I think that a lot of companies, 
we fi nd, are saying to us that what they really 
want from us is to get certainty; that they can 
see that having a price placed upon carbon is the 
future and that they would like to see Australia 
reach a level of certainty and mechanism for 
placing that price upon carbon so that they can 
plan for their long term future within our country 
and under our laws.  So I think that whilst it is of 
course diffi cult, I actually think that many in the 
economy understand the need for it and given 
that want to see movement on this as quickly, I 
mean to make sure we get the right answer, but 
within that framework, as quickly as possible.  
So I’m hopeful that we will get there.  I mean 
we’re going to get there but I think that what’s 
important is that we make this move as expedi-
tiously as we can and obviously we need to see 
that happen on a global level as well.

Moving on so that we can cover as much ter-

ritory as possible can you talk briefl y about 
the Free Trade Agreement (Pacer Plus) and 
what might be in it for the Pacifi c as opposed 
to Australia and future trade interchanges and 
relationships?

We think the Pacer Plus is an important regional 
mechanism that we ought to aspire to and free 
trade has always been something that Australia 
has always believed in.  We think that the coun-
tries of the Pacifi c engaging in the global trad-
ing system is one of the most important things 
that can occur in order to see the development 
of the countries of the Pacifi c.  So in our view 
there will be benefi t for these countries for par-
ticipating in the global trade system.  As much 
as anything, we want to allow, through the free 
trade agreement, the opening up of the Austra-
lian market, for example, to the products of the 
Pacifi c.

We also recognize though that in doing that 
there are a lot of mechanics and logistics which 
need to be in place in order for countries like 
the FSM to plug into the global trading sys-
tem and so, if you like, the “Plus” part of the 
Pacer Plus agreement is to provide funding to 
allow that to occur around issues such as having 
good customs arrangement, quarantine arrange-
ments, statistics, the keeping of statistics so that 
all the mechanisms that need to occur in order 
for countries like the FSM to participate in the 
global trading system can be done.

One of the things that your Ambassador Susan 
Cox has held dear to her heart has been the 
Policing Initiatives and policing development 
programs.  How is that going in your view?

Well we were talking about that at the Micro-
nesian Transnational Crime unit before meet-
ing you this afternoon.  Look I think that that 
unit and its connection with the broader Pa-
cifi c Transnational crime network has been a 
fantastic program, well actually, a fantastic act 
of cooperation between not only the countries 
but a number of the territories of the Pacifi c in 
dealing with transnational crime.  I think that 
there’s a real impact that is occurring as a result 
of that.  This isn’t a place where people engaged 
in organized crime can hide anymore.  Through 
these networks we are able to extend the global 
network of law enforcement to this part of the 
world.  So I think that there is enormous value 
in that.

I don’t think it stops there because I think that 
there is a, there’s really a development side to 
this as well, both for the countries that are par-
ticipating in this program but also the offi cers 
that do so are getting invaluable experience in 
dealing with issues of crime and what we’re 
fi nding is that those personnel who have been 
placed within, here at the Micronesia Transna-
tional Crime Unit but also the broader Pacifi c 
transnational crime network, when they return 
to their home police forces they are taking up 
very senior roles.  I think the experience that 
they’re gaining from that has been important as 
well so I think it’s serving both a dual purpose of 
providing that network so that this is not a place 
where organize crime can hide whilst at the 
same time providing a real development assis-
tance for the policing capability of this region.

Australia’s Parliamentary Secretary for Pacific Affairs makes first 
visit to the North Pacific 

See “Marles” on page 8
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Offered by the FSM Development Bank

ULITHI ADVENTURE RESORT

• Business currently in operation. 
• A 2 story building completed in 1998.
• A 10 room furnished hotel and restaurant. 
• Located on Falalop Island, Ulithi Atoll, Yap State.
• Long term lease available to December 2038.

• Available to FSM    
 citizen and non-citizen   
 investors. 
• All serious inquiries   
 accepted.
• Deadline for submission:    
March 17, 2011.

WAAB TRANSPORTATION COMPANY STOCK

• A Federated States of Micronesia corporation originally   
 chartered by the Trust Territory of the Pacifi c Islands, doing  
 business primarily in Yap State.
• 444 shares of common stock available for purchase at $ 25.00  
 per share.
• Ownership of stock must be held by FSM citizens.
• Shares of stock shall be sold in the order that payment is   
 received.
• Purchase of shares of stock may be completed at any FSM   
 Development Branch offi ce: Colonia, Yap; Weno, Chuuk;   
 Kolonia, Pohnpei; and Tofol, Kosrae.

For more information contact: Ricky Jano, Remedial Management Offi cer, email: rickyj@fsmdb.fm or Nora E Sigrah, 
Legal Counsel, email: noras@fsmdb.fm, telephone: 691- 320-2840, fax 691-320-6533, website: www.fsmdb.fm

dent Manny Mori issued a Presidential 
Order regulating the release of CIP funds 
for Chuuk State.  Chuuk’s lawsuit says, 
“The Presidential Order unilaterally re-
scinded and cancelled the Agreement 
to Establish Procedures for the Admin-
istration and Disbursement of Compact 
I funds for the Municipalities in Chuuk 
State signed by the former President 
(Joseph Urusemal) and the Governor of 
Chuuk State without the express or im-
plied consent and no notice whatsoever 
from Chuuk State Government.”

The February 4 civil suit was filed by 
Chuuk State Attorney General Joses 
Gallen on behalf of Amanto Marsolo in 
his official capacity as the Mayor of To-
lensom Municipality, Tolensom Munici-
pality, Wesley Simina in his official ca-
pacity as Governor of Chuuk State and 
on behalf of Chuuk State.

The suit names as defendants, a substan-
tial list that includes: Kisauo Esa, Lo-
renso Farawey, Marcelino Elias, Rose 
Nakanaga individually and in her offi-
cial capacity as the Acting Secretary of 
the FSM Department of Finance and Ad-
ministration, Manny Mori in his official 
capacity as President of the FSM, Leon-
ito Bacalando, Jr. individually and in his 
official capacity as Assistant Attorney 
General of the Department of Justice, 
Maketo Robert, individually and in his 
official capacity as the Secretary of the 
Department of Justice, Fabian Nimea in-
dividually and in his official capacity as 
the Director of the Office of Statistics, 
Budget, and Economic Management 
(sic), FSM National Government, FSM 
Department of Justice, FSM Office of 
Statistics, Budget, and Economic Man-
agement (sic), and John Does.

The “John Does” were people who have 
already received money from Esa after 

he received the contested allotment for 
Tolensom from the FSM Government.  
Plaintiffs want that money back.

The suit against the National Govern-
ment was filed on the same day that 
the Chuuk State Supreme Court handed 
down a ruling in another matter (Chuuk 
State Supreme Court CSSC-CA No. 114-
2010) regarding interim elections in To-
lensom, Faichuuk.  The Chuuk Supreme 
Court, in addition to ruling against 
plaintiffs on every point of that law suit 
also ruled that there was a conflict in le-
gal representation in that matter:  “The 
Court further finds that the interests of 
plaintiff/third party defendant Marsolo 
and third party defendant State Election 
Commission present an un-waivable 
conflict for the office of the Chuuk State 
Attorney General’s office.  That office, 
along with all of its trial counselors and 
attorneys, is hereby enjoined from rep-
resenting either party since such repre-
sentation would be tainted by the pres-
ent conflict of interest.”

The plaintiffs in 114-2010 were Amanto 
Marsolo in his official capacity as Mayor 
of Tolensom Municipality and the Tolen-
som Election Commission.  Defendants 
were Apret Muty, Sepio Bisek, et al.  

Third party plaintiffs included Kisauo 
Esa in his official capacity as Mayor of 
Tolensom Municipality, Apret Muty, in 
his official capacity as chairman of Tol-
ensom Municipal Election Commission.  
Third party defendants were Amanto 
Marsolo, and the Chuuk State Election 
Commission.

A hearing will take place tomorrow at 
the FSM Supreme Court in Chuuk at 
10:00 in the morning to consider plain-
tiff’s motion for a Temporary Restrain-
ing Order and Application for Prelimi-
nary Injunction on the issue.  For a TRO 
or a preliminary injunction to be issued 
by the court four tests must be proved.  
Movants must prove “the likelihood of 
success on the merits of the party seek-
ing injunctive relief; the possibility of 

irreparable injury to the moving party; 
the balance of possible injuries or in-
convenience to the parties which would 
flow from granting or denying the relief; 
and any impact on the public interest.”

The motion for the TRO says, “There is 
no single iota of doubt that the Plaintiffs 
herein will prevail…” because of viola-
tions by defendants the suit says inter-
fered in Chuuk State matters.

There might be some “iota of doubt” 
if the FSM Supreme Court rules as the 
Chuuk State Supreme Court did, that 
Chuuk State’s Attorney cannot represent 
plaintiff Marsolo due to an unspecified 
but “unwaivable conflict.”

Complicating matters further for Chuuk 
State’s case is the fact that numerous 
courts besides the FSM Supreme Court 
have ruled on many other occasions that 
a matter that can be resolved by money 
damages does not warrant the issuance 
of a TRO.

From documents in the possession of 
The Kaselehlie Press that did not include 
the Executive Order issued by President 
Manny Mori on January 10, 2010, the 
remaining fund balance of $2.3 million 
was to be split on a percentage basis (a 
percent of the “current fund balance” 
against the grand total of remaining 
funds) amongst 27 of the 40 municipali-
ties of Chuuk that had not already either 
spent or overspent CIP allotments previ-
ously received.

No mention was made in Mr. Gallen’s 
case on behalf of his clients of over $3.6 
million that was previously sent by the 
FSM National Government early in this 
century to the Chuuk State government 
that never went to the municipalities of 
Chuuk.  That money seems to have dis-
appeared.

The crux of the Plaintiff’s case seems to 
be that sovereign powers that rightly be-
long to Chuuk State were usurped by the 
National Government.

... Chuuk lawsuit
Continued from front page

Did the Micronesian Transnational Crime 
Unit provide any specifi c examples of say, for 
instance maybe arrests, investigations they 
took part in?

Look, there’s been…they did.  There’s been 
a number of success stories as I mentioned in 
terms of identifying people who have been 
engaged in crime elsewhere in the world who 
might be thinking that they can come to this part 
of the world to seek a safe refuge.  

In relation to say, cannabis cultivation here 
on Pohnpei, there’s been examples where the 
MTCU has been able to work cooperatively to 
recover some of that and also the mechanism 
for distributing the cannabis that’s been grown 
and that.  Money laundering, credit card fraud, 
all of these are areas which have been covered 
by the MTCU.  What is clear is that this is a 
very busy unit which is doing really good work.  
And, you know, that’s obviously a great benefi t 
for the people who live here but actually I think 
it’s a benefi t for countries like Australia, and 
America and Europe for that matter in terms 
of making sure that these can never become a 
place that people can hide.

I actually think that MTCU and PTCN (the 
Pacifi c National Crime Network) of which it is 
a part, is one of the real success stories in Pa-
cifi c cooperation.  It is a complete sea change 
in terms what we’re seeing now in terms of co-
operation around organized crime in this region 
compared to what it was, say, 15 years ago.  It’s 
a big difference, so there’s actually a good story 
to tell there.

You’re also contributing to the local Pohnpei 
State and FSM policing initiatives, local com-
munity policing initiatives.  Have you met with 
the State Police here?

Not yet but there is a contribution that is be-
ing made there through the Police Partnership 
Development program so hopefully we’ll hear 
more about that.

... Marles
Continued from page 7
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MiCare Federated States of Micronesia

Medical Claim Audit
Scope of Services

MiCare Health Insurance Plan is seeking for a Medical Claim Audit Consultant or 
individual who may be qualifi ed to perform the following scope of activities:

General Duty:    Review claims processed and submitted by Fee-For-Services Pro-
viders in the Federated States of Micronesia to determine possible fraud and abusive 
activities.

Specifi c activities include, but are not limited to, the followings:
1. Review FY2010 reimbursement claims submitted by seven (5) private clinics in  
 Pohnpei and two (2) Chuuk, and one Public Hospital in Yap State;
2. Identify any fraudulent and abusive activities involving the claim processing by  
 the private clinics and hospital cited above;
3. The coverage of claim audit should not be less than 10%, and not more than 20%,   
 of the total reimbursement claims submitted to MiCare in Fiscal Year 2010;
4. The claim audit should strictly adhere to scientifi cally approved methods of   
 random sampling so that the audit result could be interpreted in the court of law  
 as representative of the whole;
5. Audit MiCare Utilization review process  to determine if standard claim review  
 and processing are being followed;
6. Share any preliminary fi ndings with the involved providers regarding identifi ed  
 fraudulent and abusive activities ;
7. Provide a preliminary report to the MiCare Board of Directors and the   
 Administrator during an exit conference to be scheduled
8. Prepare a technical report on the fi ndings and distribute such report to the   
 Administrator (2 ea),  MiCare Board of Directors (6 copies),  FSM Audit General  
 Offi ce (2 copies), and FSM Attorney General’s Offi ce (2 copies). 
9. Make specifi c recommendations to the Administrator on ways to improve the  
 future audit claim activities;
10. Make specifi c recommendations on how to eliminate fraudulent and abusive   
 claim activities by the providers and MiCare organization.
11. Perform other duties related to the implementation and completion of the claim  
 audit activities.

Cost and Terms of Payment.
Both parties will negotiate the costs of Claim Audit Consultancy and the terms of 
payment upon submission of interests by the Consultant(s).

Closing Date to submit expression of interests
Any consultancy group or individual may submit their interest now until March 18, 
2011 or until fi lled.

Address:
Please submit your statement 
of interest to:

Mr. Nena S. Nena
Administrator
MiCare Health Insurance Plan
P.O. Box 2156
Kolonia, Pohnpei
Federated States of Micronesia 96941
Email: nnena@micareplan.fm

FSM Information Services

February 15, 2011
Palikir, Pohnpei (U.S. Department of the 
Interior, Offi ce of the Secretary) -  President 
Obama has proposed a budget of $474.4 mil-
lion for the Offi ce of Insular Affairs (OIA) in 
fi scal year 2012. The current appropriations 
request includes $59.5 million in discretion-
ary funding, $27.7 million in mandatory 
funding and a $10.1 million transfer from 
the Department of Defense for vehicles and 
supplies for the transportation of civilian stu-
dents on Guam.   In addition, $377.1 million 
in permanent and indefi nite appropriations is 
estimated for 2012 for fi scal payments man-
dated by law to U.S. territories and Freely 
Associated States.  The President’s budget 
refl ects many diffi cult budget choices, cut-
ting worthy programs in order to fund the 
highest priority requirements, and advancing 
efforts to shrink Federal spending while be-
ing mindful of ongoing commitments.

The $59.5 million slated for discretionary 
programs under the 2012 budget request will 
address a variety of technical assistance and 
facilities maintenance programs in the U.S.-
affi liated island communities. The 2012 
budget makes noteworthy investments to 
bolster energy security in the insular areas 
and address impacts anticipated as a result of 
the planned relocation of U.S. Marines from 
Okinawa, Japan, to Guam within the Depart-
ment of Defense.

“The 2012 budget request demonstrates 
President Obama’s continued commitment 
to the well-being of the U.S. insular areas 
while remaining fi scally disciplined,” said 
Assistant Secretary for Insular Areas Tony 
Babauta. “Among the strategic investments 
we are making, we are proposing to take 
big strides toward helping the insular areas 

implement energy effi ciency and renewable 
energy projects recommended by the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory in assessments funded by 
OIA in 2010.”  

“In addition, the budget proposal refl ects our 
commitment to addressing the impacts of the 
U.S. Marines’ relocation to Guam,” Babauta 
explained.  “These funds demonstrate strong 
interagency collaboration in support of the 
President’s commitment to a “One Guam” 
approach to managing the relocation and 
will be used to purchase public safety equip-
ment and fund technical assistance projects 
that help the local government better serve 
the civilian community.”   

The 2012 budget proposal will also support 
efforts to control the invasive Brown Tree 
snake on Guam, assist coral reef conserva-
tion initiatives, and support the operations of 
the American Samoa Government. 

Current mandatory appropriations of $27.7 
million will continue to be used to under-
take capital improvement projects (CIP) that 
create economic opportunity in U.S. territo-
ries and improve the quality of life in those 
communities.  With these funds, American 
Samoa is scheduled to receive $10.1 mil-
lion in CIP funding, the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands $9.5 million, 
Guam $6.1 million and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands $2.0 million. 

Permanent appropriations for 2012 include 
$145.0 million in payments to Guam and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.  Guam is slated to 
receive an estimated $45.0 million in taxes 
collected in the territory via the IRS ”mir-
ror” code that are by law transferred to the 
Government of Guam to support its public 
safety, health care, education and other ser-

The President’s FY 2012 Budget Requests $474.4 Million to Support U.S. Insular Areas 
and Freely Associated States vices and operations.  The U.S. Virgin Is-

lands is scheduled to receive an estimated 
$100.0 million for Federal taxes collected 
on distilled spirits in the territory that are by 
law transferred to the local government to 
support its operations.  The budget includes 
$232.1 million in payments to the Freely As-
sociated States under the Compact of Free 
Association legislation including $67.1 mil-
lion for the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
and $105.5 million for the Federated States 
of Micronesia.  

On September 3, 2010, the United States 
and the Government of Palau successfully 
concluded their review of the Compact of 
Free Association and signed a 15-year ex-
tension agreement that includes a $250 mil-

lion package of assistance through 2024.  
Under the agreement, Palau committed to 
undertake economic, legislative, fi nancial, 
and management reforms.  The conclusion 
of the agreement reaffi rms the close partner-
ship between the United States and the Re-
public of Palau.  A legislative proposal was 
transmitted to Congress on January 14, 2011 
for its consideration; therefore, OIA is not 
requesting current appropriations for Palau 
Compact assistance in 2012. 

The Offi ce of Insular Affairs strives to em-
power insular communities so they can over-
come development challenges inherent to in-
sular areas and seize upon economic growth 
and job creation opportunities as they arise. 

FSM Congress 

PALIKIR, POHNPEI. February 3, 2011 - 
Speaker Isaac V. Figir of the Sixteenth Con-
gress of the Federated States of Micronesia 
has met with FSM students studying in China 
and donated 1,000 to the FSM Students Or-
ganizations in China.
 The FSM Embassy in Beijing has 
informed Congress in a press statement that 
on January 29, 2011, Ambassador Akillino H. 
Susaia hosted a dinner reception at the Gold-
en Jaguar in honor of the visit by Speaker 
Figir and Legislative Counsel T. Lam Dang.  
Speaker Figir and Legislative Counsel Lam 
Dang, transited in Beijing after attending 
the 19th Asia Pacifi c Parliamentary Forum 
(APPF) in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 
 The Embassy took the opportunity 
to invite FSM students studying in China 
under the Chinese Government scholarship 
program to attend the dinner reception and 
to have an opportunity to meet with Speaker 
Figir and LC Mr. Lam Dang. A total of six 
students studying in Beijing and one from 
Nanjing were present. 
 After listening to the students from 

their brief introductions, Speaker Figir ex-
pressed his appreciation of the Chinese Gov-
ernment Scholarship and acknowledged the 
strong relationship that FSM has with China. 
Giving the students a brief background on 
the importance of the FSM-China model 
relationship, the Speaker encouraged the stu-
dents to work hard in school so that they may 
contribute to the overall development of the 
FSM. 
 Speaker Figir underscored the fact 
that the nation’s most important resource is 
its human resources and therefore expects 
and encourages each student to study and uti-
lize their scholarship to the fullest. 
 The evening’s dinner reception 
touched upon many issues of concerns for the 
students. While most of the topics and ques-
tions addressed school and scholarship relat-
ed issues, other topics and issues of interest 
were discussed such as the upcoming FSM 
General Elections in March and especially 
the proposed constitutional amendments. 
 To close the formal part of the re-
ception Speaker Figir expressed his apprecia-
tion of the occasion to meet with these FSM 
students in China by donating $1,000.00 to 
the two FSM student organizations based in 
Beijing and Wuhan.

Speaker Figir meets with and donates to FSM 
students in China
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NOTICE OF LAND SALE BY AUCTION

Pursuant to the orders of the FSM Supreme Court entered on July 
30, 2010 and December 6, 2010, public notice is hereby given that 
the parcel described below will be sold by auction to the highest 

bidder under the following terms:

 Lot No. 65189, land known as “Nemiror # 2”, situated in Neauo Village,  
 Weno Municipality, Chuuk State, with an approximate area of 2,500 square  
 meters, as described in the Determination of Ownership issued on September  
 4, 1996 and registered as Document No. 4400 at the Offi ce of the Registrar,  
 Chuuk State Land Commission.

 - There is no minimum bid amount for the parcel. 
 - Bids shall be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “March 17,  
  2011 Land Auction” by personal delivery to Ms Janet Sisam at  
  the front entrance area of the FSM Supreme Court courthouse in   
  Weno, Chuuk on Thursday, March 17, 2011 between 2 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.
 - The deadline for submitting bids will be 4:00 p.m. on Thursday,  
  March 17, 2011.  

Pursuant to the orders of the FSM Supreme Court entered on 
September 6, 2010 and December 29, 2010, public notice is hereby 

given that the parcels described below will be sold by auction to the 
highest bidder under the following terms:

 Parcel no. 045-E-28, situated in Lohd-powe section, Madolenihmw   
 Municipality, Pohnpei State, with an approximate area of 15,216 square  
 meters, as described in the Certifi cate of Title issued on June 5, 2005 and  
 registered as Document No. 20531 at the Offi ce of the Registrar, Pohnpei  
 Court of Land Tenure.

 Parcel no. 068-D-16, situated in Mesihsou section, Madolenihmw   
 Municipality, Pohnpei State, with an approximate area of 2,848 square   
 meters, as described in the Certifi cate of Title issued on May 8, 1995 and  
 registered as Document No. 14169 at the Offi ce of the Registrar, Pohnpei  
 Court of Land Tenure.

 - There is no minimum bid amount for the parcels. 
 - Bids may be submitted for one or both of the parcels.
 - Bids shall be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “March 17,  
  2011 Land Auction” by personal delivery to Mr Ricky Jano at the  
  front entrance area of the FSM Supreme Court courthouse in   
  Palikir, Pohnpei on Thursday, March 17, 2011 between 2 p.m. and  
  4:00 p.m.
 - The deadline for submitting bids will be 4:00 p.m. on Thursday,  
  March 17, 2011.  

INFORMATION APPLICABLE TO ALL PARCELS

 - All bid submissions must state the full name, mailing    
  address, phone or fax numbers, e-mail address or other valid   
  contact information for the person submitting the bid.
 - All bid submissions must clearly state the bid amount for each   
  parcel. 
 - The winning bidder shall be conveyed title through a duly issued  
  Court order transferring title to the land, including all buildings,  
  fi xtures, equipment, and other improvements on the land, upon  
  delivery of a cashier’s check in the full amount of the bid payable  
  to the “FSM Development Bank” no later than ten (10) days after  
  notice is given.  The winning bidder must be eligible to hold title to  
  land in the Federated States of Micronesia.
 - If the winning bidder fails to remit payment within the required  
  time, the award will be granted to the next highest bidder and the  
  same conditions will apply.
 - The parcel is offered for sale “as-is” with no guarantees or   
  warrantees as to its condition whatsoever.
 - Questions concerning this auction may be directed to Ricky Jano,  
  Remedial Management Offi cer, email:  rickyj@fsmdb.fm or   
  Nora E Sigrah, Legal Counsel, email:  noras@fsmdb,fm , FSM  
  Development Bank, PO Box M, Pohnpei, FM  96941, phone no.  
  691-320-2840, fax no. 691-320-6533, website: www.fsmdb.fm

The testimony of a Blue Lounge employ-
ee, Saknin Weria said that when one of the 
girls became pregnant that girl was forced 
to drink Pine-Sol and Clorox bleach and 
someone “jump on the stomach, do any-
thing” to prevent that baby from being 
born.  When that didn’t kill the baby, 
Song Ja Cha and Weria took the girl to a 
clinic for an abortion.  Later they took the 
other girls for birth control shots.

In emotional testimony on Valentine’s 
Day, Song Ja Cha testifi ed that she had 
paid for the Chuukese women’s passports 
and for their plane tickets to Guam.  She 
said she paid for the tickets because the 
women were poor and because when she 
traveled to Chuuk “she was reminded of 
her own youth in Korea,” wrote Pacifi c 
Daily News reporter Erin Thompson.

One witness testifi ed that Cha told them 
to drink so that they would be uninhib-
ited but said that she treated the women 
like her own daughters and they would 
tell her that they loved her.  She said that 
whenever a new girl came to work for her 
she would counsel them not to drink too 
much and not to “make love.”  She vehe-
mently denied knowing that any sex was 
taking place in her bar.  Just the same she 
said that sex may have happened without 
her knowledge.

Defense attorney Howard Trapp told ju-
rors in his closing argument not to as-
sume that all of the witness’ testimony 
was true referring to the Chuukese girls 
who worked at the bar.  He called their 
testimony “self serving words from a 
group of prostitutes who knew they were 
in trouble.”

He argued that Cha is not physically im-
posing.  “Mrs. Cha is not capable of beat-
ing the girls and overpowering them,” 
Trapp said.

Apparently jurors did not agree.

News reports on the trial did not men-
tion the physical size of Song Ja Cha’s 
deceased husband and whether that factor 
was ever discussed at the trial.

Federal Prosecutor Jared Fishman told 
jurors in his closing argument, “Offi cer 
Manila and other offi cers were just tools 
in the defendant’s scheme.  The defendant 
used police as her weapon…by telling 
you the truth, he has everything to lose, 
but his testimony corroborates the vic-
tims’ testimony…the only testimony that 
was not corroborated was that of the de-
fendant.  She has every incentive to lie.”

The federal case against Song Ja Cha was 
in no way a “slam dunk.”  It is clear that 
jurors took their duty very seriously.  At 
10:00 yesterday jurors broke from their 
deliberations because they had some 
questions that were discussed in open 
court before their deliberations contin-
ued.  The jury asked for a complete tran-

script of the trial testimony and also had 
questions about the defi nition of the word, 
“attempted.”  They received their instruc-
tions and broke at the end of yesterday 
without having reached a verdict.

The federal case was set back after the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last year 
reaffi rmed a ruling of an earlier Hawaii 
federal court decision that physical evi-
dence obtained by Guam Police Offi cers 
on the weekend of Song Ja Cha’s arrest in 
January of 2008 was inadmissible.  That 
court ruled in a decision that has now 
become a benchmark in federal law that 
the 26 and half hours it took Guam Police 
Offi cers to obtain a search warrant was 
unreasonable.  During that time period, 
Offi cers barred In Han Cha who was not 
initially detained in the matter from enter-
ing his home for several hours, ostensibly 
concerned that Mr. Cha would destroy 
evidence.  Several hours later they fi nally 
did allow Cha to enter his home with a 
police escort in order to retrieve his dia-
betes medicine.  The courts ruled that the 
evidence must be suppressed because of a 
pervasive “nonchalant attitude” and slow 
work in the Guam Police Department.

While the grand jury indictment of the 
Cha’s listed victims’ names only as a 
series of initials, the ruling of the 9th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals listed the 
names of two of the victims as a foot 
note.  Publishing those names here would 
only serve to further stigmatize the young 
Chuukese women who have already been 
traumatized.

The federal case relied mainly on the tes-
timony of some of the victims, police of-
fi cers and the testimony of two Chuukese 
citizens who have already been convicted 
of conspiracy in connection with the Blue 
House matter.  Freda Eseun and Saknin 
Weria accepted a plea bargain deal from 
U.S. Attorneys in exchange for their co-
operation in the trial of the Cha’s.  Eseun 
and Weria both pled guilty to one count 
each of conspiracy related to the charges 
again Song Ja Cha and her husband.  One 
or both of them testifi ed that part of their 
jobs was to keep the Chuukese girls in 
line by among other things, monitoring 
their telephone conversations to be sure 
that no mention was made of the prostitu-
tion activities.

News reports on the trial said that the 
federal prosecutor also made reference 
to wire transfers in the “thousands of 
dollars,” to an unspecifi ed recruiter in 
Chuuk.  The news report said that one of 
the people he recruited on behalf of the 
Cha’s was the unnamed recruiter’s own 
daughter who was sixteen years old at the 
time.

The FSM Department of Justice was not 
immediately able to tell us whether or not 
they ever fi led criminal charges against 
an FSM citizen related to ill gotten gains 
received as the result of human sex traf-
fi cking.  FSM’s Attorney General Ma-
keto Robert did not immediately return a 
phone call to clarify whether or not the 
FSM has any laws regarding human traf-
fi cking.

... Blue House (2)

Continued from page 4
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By Former FSM President John R. Haglelgam
Regent Professor at the College of
Micronesia-FSM National Campus

On March 8 of this year, you will be vot-
ing on two proposed amendments to the 
FSM national constitution. The FSM Con-
gress passed these two amendments and the 
president approved them. However, these 
amendments will not take effect unless and 
until the voters approve them in the March 
2011 referendum. One of these amendments 
proposes to delete section 3 of article III 
of the FSM national constitution. This sec-
tion of the citizenship article prohibits FSM 
citizens from becoming citizens of another 
country. If a child is born in the United 
States to FSM citizen parents or one parent 
is an FSM citizen, he or she will hold dual 
citizenship until three years of his or her 
eighteenth birthday. At that time he or she 
will decide whether to remain FSM citizen 
or become a United States citizen. If he or 
she chooses to remain an FSM citizen, then 
he or she must renounce the US citizenship. 
I used the United States to illustrate a point 
here, but this will similarly apply to other 
countries in the world. 

If you, as the holders of our country’s sover-

eignty, ratify this proposed amendment, 
then the restriction against acquiring an-
other citizenship will be removed, and 
FSM citizens can hold dual citizenship.

This proposed amendment is supposed 
to make it possible for the FSM citizens 
serving in the United States armed forces 
to acquire US citizenship without los-
ing their FSM citizenship, so that they 
would be eligible to become offi cers.  
This sounds logical but it is impossible. 
The FSM citizens in the US armed forc-
es would need to acquire US citizenship 
through naturalization and they must take 
the Oath of Citizenship. By taking that 
Oath, they would renounce their FSM 
citizenship in the following fashion:

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely 
and entirely renounce and abjure all 
allegiance and fi delity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of 
whom or which I have heretofore been 
a subject or citizen; that I will support 
and defend the Constitution and laws 
of the United States of America against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I 
will bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same; that I will bear arms on behalf of 

Proposed constitutional amendments?
Guest Perspective

Dear Editor,

 After reading the article (K-Press, 7 
Feb) about Pohnpei State Government offi -
cially designating 9.3 hectares of public land 
in Palikir for a sanitary landfi ll, I thought a 
bit about the time when I visited the proposed 
site about 14 years ago, in 1997, if memory 
serves correctly.  Three consultants, Pohnpei 
EPA staff, myself, and perhaps one or two 
other people whose names I don’t remem-
ber, took a boat around the northwest corner 
of the island and then entered a channel in 
the mangrove which took us to the remnants 
of a dock built in Japanese times.  The dock 
was built to service a pre-WWII cattle ranch 
operating nearby.

 After a short walk we were in the 
general area which is to be the new landfi ll.  
It is a very pretty section of relatively fl at 
land along the coast, with low hills just in-
land.  It was explained to me that the area’s 
name was “Nandaku”.

 For a couple of reasons the site is 
preferable to the current dumpsite in De-
kehtik.  One reason is that it is not located 
in a mangrove swamp.  (From a conserva-
tion perspective, mangrove swamps are 
very valuable eco-systems and should be 
protected, not turned into dumps.)  Another 
reason is that the prevailing winds will take 
any smell or smoke out to sea, not to a com-

munity across the bay.  Another advantage is 
that there is an ample supply of dirt nearby 
to use for cover material.

 However, there are some down-
sides to relocating the dumpsite to Nandaku.  
One of these is the initial cost of construct-
ing the site and the access road to it.  The 
estimated cost listed in the PALIKIR MU-
NICIPAL SOLID WASTE REPORT (2002) 
is about $3.25 million for the construction 
of the site, and between $2 - 3 million for 
the access road.  These are 2002 dollars so 
perhaps we need to multiply by 2 or 3 for the 
estimated 2011 dollar totals.

 One downside for the residents of 
the affected sections of Palikir will be the big 
trash trucks rumbling though their commu-
nities.  The schedule will be perhaps daily, 
or less frequent, depending on the container 
system utilized.  If “roll-offs” are used, then 
these trucks will be about the same size as 
the container hauling trucks that deliver 20 
and 40 foot cargo containers from the dock 
to stores.

 An additional downside for nearby 
residents may also be smoke, smell, and ver-
min, depending upon the wind direction and 
the quality of the sanitary landfi ll aspects 
of the day-to-day operation.  The present 

the United States when required by the law; 
that I will perform noncombatant service 
in the Armed Forces of the United States 
when required by the law; that I will perform 
work of national importance under civilian 
direction when required by the law; and that I 
take this obligation freely without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion;so help me 
God.           

The three main pillars of the national sov-
ereignty of our country are its identifi ed 
territory, its organized governments, and its 
people. The last pillar is not just any people, 
but the citizens. The citizens must have un-
divided loyalty, unquestioned patriotism, and 
full commitment and readiness to pay the ul-
timate sacrifi ce for their country. I think dual 
citizenship will create a category of citizens 
that are partially loyal; somewhat patriotic, 
and questionably committed to their country. 
Since our country’s sovereignty has already 
taken a beating under the Compact, it does 
not deserve any more battering by misdirect-
ed government policy. 

The other proposed amendment will amend 
section 8 of article IX of the FSM National 
Constitution to make all members serve a 
four-year term. Currently, the four at-large 
members serve a four-year term and the oth-
ers ten who represent single-member election 
districts serve two-year term. The two-year 
term members’ claim that two years is too 
short for implementing their programs. This 

argument is somewhat fallacious. The Con-
gress’ job is to legislate; not to implement 
programs. Constitutionally, implementation 
of programs is the Executive branch’s job.  
In fact, a cursory examination of the records 
of the past two sessions indicated that more 
than 65 percent of the congressional acts are 
amendments to current laws, especially ap-
propriation laws. 

As voters, you must weigh the desire of the 
two-year members to lengthen their term 
against your right to evaluate their perfor-
mance on the job. Election is a means of 
implementing voters’ rights to examine the 
performance of their representatives and de-
cide whether to grant them another term.  For 
this proposed amendment, the issue you need 
to decide is quite simple. How often do you 
want to review your representatives’ perfor-
mance and renew their mandate? Perhaps the 
more frequent the better.  It seems that a four-
year term would be too infrequent.

Perhaps the motive for this proposed amend-
ment is job security, but Congress has devi-
ously hidden it under the wrapping of pro-
gram implementation.  What is at stake with 
this amendment is your constitutional right to 
review the performance of your representa-
tives at a more frequent rate versus job secu-
rity for the two-year members. As the holders 
of our national sovereignty, the preservation 
of your right should take precedence over job 
security for members of Congress.

Letter to the Editor

See “ Letter to the editor” on next page

Opinion

Pohnpei dump, cheaper to keep her?
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dumpsite in Dekehtik could be operated 
as a sanitary landfi ll, if the state was will-
ing to provide the funds necessary, year to 
year.

 Another negative aspect of the 
move to Palikir, is the fact that there al-
ready is a dumpsite on Pohnpei – a place 
which has been receiving solid waste for 
more than 30 years, and therefore has been 
contaminated, as is any dumpsite to a cer-
tain extent.  But, the site is not yet at capac-
ity.  (Take a visit to the “outer edge” of the 
Dekehtik dump to verify this).  Based upon 
our observations over the past 14 years, 
our estimate is the present site can accept 
municipal solid waste for at least another 
twenty years.  Why create another contam-
inated/polluted site on this small island, 
when there already is one?

 Solid waste disposal facilities 
inherently have some nasty aspects about 
them, although there can be wide variation 
dump to dump.  The Pohnpei dumpsite is 
not the same as a city or municipal dump in 
many other non-small island locations, just 
like Pohnpei is not same as Guam or Ho-
nolulu.  As incorrectly stated in the Trash 
Audit report referred to on a recent K-Press 
front page (26 July 2010), there are no 
birds at the Dekehtik site, and “burn-offs” 
are not a part of our operating procedure.  
The dump, as it is presently operated, is not 
a hazard to ships or planes, and no adverse 
reports related to this issue have ever been 
received.

 With regard to vermin, there are 
relatively few rats.  From personal obser-
vation I can confi rm that the most numer-
ous vector at the dump is cats.  However, 
the dump’s isolated location, far away from 
residences, keeps the chance of transmis-
sion of disease by these cats very low.  Dur-
ing my term as the State Director of Health 
Services, there was never discussion of any 
disease emanating from the dump.  Also, 
the foreign fi shermen, who trade tunas for 
cats, seem healthy.  So I, for one, am not 
certain for which disease(s) the dump site 
is supposedly the source.

 That report further states that 
“Continued use of the existing dump is 
problematic because chemicals are leached 
into water and soil causing damage to ter-
restrial and marine environments, the dump 
attracts disease carrying ‘vectors,’ and it is 
an eyesore to tourists and others …”  Re-
garding the Dekehtik dumpsite, the report 
does not state the source of the information 
upon which these statements are based.  No 
report has ever been received in my offi ce 
indicating that dangerous chemicals are 
leaching in to the lagoon causing damage 
to the marine environment.  I would expect 
to have been notifi ed if such a situation was 
occurring.  In the past PWMS has request-
ed the government to conduct an indepen-
dent pollution reading of lagoon waters 
adjacent to the dump, but I have not seen 
any results if this measurement was done.  
It would be a confl ict of interest for PWMS 
as contractor for the state, to be responsible 

for this testing.

 There is very little “terrestrial” 
environment at the dump, since it was orig-
inally part of the mangrove swamp.  How-
ever the people (including some of our em-
ployees) who harvest the papayas, bananas 
and other fruits and vegetables which grow 
along the perimeter don’t report getting 
sick from this consumption.  As my re-
search while preparing the FSM’s Persis-
tent Organic Pollutants in Pacifi c Island 
Countries (POPS in PICS) National Profi le 
document indicated, there are relatively 
few dangerous chemicals imported into 
Pohnpei.  There are no local heavy indus-
tries and no large plantations, so there is no 
need for importation of any toxic industrial 
or agricultural chemicals.  The prohibited 
and restricted substances lists provided by 
the FSM and Pohnpei EPA, are appropri-
ate, and so far, enforcement is working.

 All in all, although it is a dump, 
the Dekehtik dumpsite is, by far, not the 
worst in the Pacifi c, and as a matter of fact, 
has in the past, been ranked among the 
best (see Marshall Islands Journal – 1 Nov. 
2002).  Nonetheless, let’s face it - a dump 
is like the “armpit” of the community.  And 
who wants to have more armpits than nec-
essary? ...or live next to one?  Pohnpei is-
land’s 35,000+ population only needs one 
dump.  And, a viable system to eliminate 
the hundreds of polluting, illegal, mini-
dump eyesores seen in many villages.

 Another necessary consideration 
will be the on-going, annual cost of the op-
eration necessary to regularly transport sol-
id waste from Kolonia (where a signifi cant 
portion of the island’s waste is generated) 
to the new site  The Palikir MSW Report 
suggests a price tag of $250,000.  Cost cal-
culations in a proposal for round-the-island 
collection services that PWMS submitted 
in 2005 was in the same ballpark, after an 
initial year set up cost of about $700,000.

 The relocation of the dumpsite 
has been in the planning process for sev-
enteen years now, since 1994.  During the 
fi rst part of part of this period the price of 
fuel had yet to perform the skyrocket that 
happened in the early years of the last de-
cade.  The planning at that time was based 
upon diesel costing between one and two 
dollars per gallon.  Now, the costs of new 
site and access road construction, and clo-
sure of the Dekehtik site, will run into the 
millions of dollars.  Last issue’s article 
explains that “The joint committee report 
prepared as a result of hearings on the mat-
ter of establishing a dump site in Lewetik, 
Palikir, Sokehs said that the principal moti-
vation was to relocate the Dekehtik dump-
site that is currently one of the fi rst things 
tourists and other visitors see after they get 
off of the airplane in Pohnpei.”  So we’re 
spending millions of dollars, and exposing 
residents of the to-be-affected kousahpws 
in Palikir to heavy truck traffi c and poten-
tial disease carrying vermin, to keep some 
tourists from being offended by traveling 
past the dump on their way into town from 
the airport?  Is there an exit survey, con-
ducted by the Tourism Offi ce, that substan-
tiates this information?  Wouldn’t all of the 
rusted vehicle hulks and litter along the 

roadside, or trash fl oating in the mangrove 
be more of a tourist turn-off?

 I wonder how many of the read-
ers of this letter remember the manner in 
which the Dekehtik dumpsite was man-
aged before 1997?  At that time it was not 
uncommon for half of the causeway road 
pavement, near the single lane access drive 
into the dump, to be covered with debris.  
If you were a good citizen and tried (in the 
rain sometimes) to drive into the dump to 
properly throw away a bag of trash, it could 
be a nasty endeavor – stepping into stinky, 
foot deep muck and then trying to turn your 
vehicle around or break your neck trying to 
back out.  No wonder trash was tossed by 
the side of the road or just a few yards “up” 
the drive.

 Privatization brought a “quantum-
leap” improvement for a dumpsite visit.  A 
packed coral surfaced access loop and a 
wide “working face” area made it easy to 
discard a bag of trash.  PWMS employ-
ees assigned to direct traffi c were actually 
tipped by some happy dumpsite “custom-
ers”!  The improvements that made this dif-
ference in operation were not expensive.

 Perhaps prior to the sudden rush 
to relocate the dumpsite, it might be wise 
to pause one more time (we are into the 
18th year of planning, so one more pause 
can’t make that much difference) and see 
how expensive it would be to implement 
another “quantum-leap” improvement at 
the present site.  Based on our local expe-
rience and expertise, I’m willing to wager 
that a “push back” of the present working 
face and the creation of a landscaped buffer 
zone alongside the causeway road, could 
completely hide the operation from any 
passing tourist, at a fraction of the millions 
of dollars slated for the relocation project.

 The solid waste that is being 
spread at the Dekehtik site these days has 
not yet entirely covered a layer of trash 
deposited years ago.  There is still more 
room.  And, although as you drive by the 
dumpsite it looks big, it really covers only 
a very small slice of Dekehtik.  Anyone 
who looks at an aerial photograph of the 
site will see this.

 Three other thoughts prompt me 
to write this letter.  One is recycling.  Al-
though the legislature put up $50,000 in 
2002 and 2003 to run can collecting con-
tests in preparation for passage of a law 
to create a state recycling program, there 
has not yet been an effective recycling 
program which has actually reduced solid 
waste.  Such programs can be effective and 
self sustaining if operated well.  There are 
examples in other countries.

 Legislation that could reduce the 
amount of trash that arrives on our shores 
would also help.  There are many benefi ts, 
including health related ones, that the resi-
dents of Pohnpei could realize if there was 
better control of the way many commodi-
ties are imported.

 Waste-to-Energy is a new im-
proved version of the old incinerator heat-
driven turbine system – burn trash to gen-

erate cheap electricity.  The technology has 
the potential to nearly eliminate the need 
for a dumpsite by burning all carbon-based 
materials in the solid waste stream, which 
is the vast majority of our local waste.  
Units that are the right size for Pohnpei’s 
waste generation levels are available.  I’ve 
seen photos of such a unit located on Kwa-
jalein.

 My purpose in writing this letter 
is to present some ideas that need more 
thought devoted to them.  I am not the 
fi rst individual to write a letter to the K-
Press seeking reconsideration of the Palikir 
dumpsite plan, and I doubt whether I will 
be the last.  I have experienced, fi rst hand, 
the lack of government commitment that 
is directed towards the proper handling of 
solid waste.  This is not unique to the FSM 
or Pohnpei; just look at some of our Pacifi c 
neighbors for more examples.  Every year, 
the state government struggles mightily to 
fi nd the funds to run the present dumpsite 
operation.  The Palikir move will double or 
triple that cost.  Local government commit-
ment, evidenced by allocation of suffi cient 
funds to support proper and reliable opera-
tion of the Palikir site, plus the collection/
transport system, will be needed.

 I wonder how many tourists have 
really complained about the dumpsite, and 
if their complaints warrant this multi-mil-
lion dollar project?  Is there a better option?  
How many armpits do we need?

Robert Spegal, MPH
PWMS

... Letter to the Editor
Continued from previous page

Mr. Howard Rice has 
resigned from many 
years of honorable 

service to the College 
of Micronesia-FSM 

and now works under 
contract for Pohnpei 

State as Governor Ehsa’s 
Special Assistant. Any 
inquiries to Mr. Rice 

should be directed to his 
offi ce at Pohnpei State 
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Thursdays from 
3:30 - 5 pm

Across the street from 
Nihco Company near 
the Botanical Gardens

Questions? 
Call 320-2423

Story Hour at the Library!

Email: pboffer@picknbuy24.com
FMK0221

Dial for all inquiries related.

PRICE: $5,090
TOYOTA HARRIER
Ref. 6987

Year 1998 AT 2,200cc PETROL

PRICE: $3,890
TOYOTA CAMI
Ref. 7315

Year 2000 MT 1,300cc PETROL

PRICE: $2,590
MITSUBISHI PAJERO JR. 4WD
Ref. 7219

Year 1998  MT 1,100cc PETROL

picknbuy24.comVisit us!! Search

Japanese Vehicles Online Shop

Over 1,000 vehicles available on our website!!

We Export Genuine Japanese Vehicles since 1997

PRICE: $1,250
DAIHATSU STORIA
Ref. 7224

Year 1998 AT 1,000cc PETROL

PRICE: $3,790
HONDA CR-V 4WD
Ref. 7258

Year 1997 MT 2,000cc PETROL

PRICE: $1,650
NISSAN TINO
Ref. 7237

Year 2002 AT 1,800cc PETROL

English speaking staff will support you to buy your dream car!!

Address:1-7-12 TORANOMON MINATO-KU TOKYO,JAPAN

Tel: +81-3-4330-9090

Price
under

$1,390 check !!
on our website

SPECIAL
PAGE!!

Komw 
Pwurehng 
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    Naiten 
O. Phillip

En Welian 
Komwi Ohng 

FSM Congress
Kalahngan Kalahngan Kalahngan

Dear Editor, 

I would like the opportunity to provide 
the general public with an update on 
the crewmembers from the Philippines 
to show that Penta-Ocean Construction 
Co., Ltd. has been doing all that it can 
to ensure that this situation is settled in 
the best interest of all involved.     

We recently received from the employ-
ment agency of the crewmembers, a 
company from the Philippines by the 
name of PAMSCORP, minutes of a 
meeting that took place on December 
9, 2010 before the crewmen left the 
Philippines.  The minutes confirm that 
the crewmembers opted to only handle 
the transit voyage of SPHB-INGAT 
to Pohnpei and then return to Manila.   
The vessel arrived on January 5, 2011 
and, thus, the work was completed.      

But because the crewmen allege that 
they have a right to remain and work 
in the FSM per the contract, On Janu-
ary 17, 2011 Penta-Ocean delivered a 
10 day written notice of termination to 
each of crewmembers.  Penta-Ocean 
has paid Skylite hotel for those the 
crewmembers’ stay from January 5, 
2011 through January 27, 2011.  At this 
point, the crewmembers’ work is over, 
and they have also been terminated.   

On February 8, 2011, FSM Immigra-
tion and Labor delivered letters to the 
crewmen stating that they must make 
arrangements to leave the FSM “no 
later than fifteen days of receipt of this 
notice.”   Meaning the crewmembers 
must depart by February 22, 2011. In 
an effort to assists the crewmen obtain 
transit visas through the US Embas-
sy, Penta-Ocean has been setting ap-
pointments for those meetings and are 
willing to pay for them; however, the 
crewmen have refused to attend all the 
appointments.  

As of yesterday, February 16, 2011, 
two FSM Immigration and Labor offi-
cers proceeded to the Skylite Hotel to 
escort the crewmen to the US Embassy 
for their appointments for transit vi-
sas.  The crewmen refused once again 
the fifth attempt of appointments with 
the US Embassy.  That was the last op-
portunity to secure a transit visa before 
the required date to leave the FSM (i.e. 
by February 22, 2011) or face civil and 
criminal penalties for violating FSM 
laws.  

Penta-Ocean has purchased tickets for 
all the crewmen to return home.  We 
have also offered to the crewmen the 
opportunity to preserve whatever claims 
they feel they have through depositions 

while allowing them to return home to 
their families and find employment.  

The crewmen should also be aware that 
they have a duty mitigate their alleged 
damages, which means they must make 
efforts to find other employment.  The 
only way to do that is return home to 
the Philippines.  They cannot simply 
remain in the FSM and incur further 
expenses.  By doing so any claim that 
they may have would be reduced by 
their own decision not to mitigate dam-
ages.  The mitigation of damages also 
applies to the crewmen with the leg in-
fection.  It would be in his best interest 
to return home and seek better medical 

care to treat his infection.        

In the end, Penta-Ocean paid the crew-
men for the work that was contracted 
for and completed.  We at Penta-Ocean 
have furthermore made good faith ef-
forts to ensure the crewmen return 
home by setting appointments with the 
US Embassy for transit visas and have 
purchased the tickets for their return 
home.  However, the crewmen continue 
to remain despite the fact that FSM Im-
migration and Labor has issued a final 
notice to depart by February 22, 2011.    

Sincerely, 
Management 
Penta-Ocean Construction Co., Ltd. 

Letter to the Editor
Penta Ocean contractors

Opinion
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• Alcoholics Anonymous meets  every Wednesday  at Cantero Hall at the • Alcoholics Anonymous meets  every Wednesday  at Cantero Hall at the 
Roman Catholic Vicariate office  at 7:00 p.m. Public welcome.  For details, call 320-Roman Catholic Vicariate office  at 7:00 p.m. Public welcome.  For details, call 320-
8365.8365.

• Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at Kia’s Restaurant • Pohnpei Lions Club meets monthly every 4th Tuesday at Kia’s Restaurant 
at 6:30 p.m. Public Welcome.at 6:30 p.m. Public Welcome.

• The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei meets the third Wednesday • The Christian Ministerial Association of Pohnpei meets the third Wednesday 
of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Cantero Hall at the Roman Catholic vicariate office.of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Cantero Hall at the Roman Catholic vicariate office.

• Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Bahai Center in Dolonier. For • Devotions every Sunday 9:30 a.m. at the Bahai Center in Dolonier. For 
details, call 320-2182.details, call 320-2182.

• Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meetings every Tuesday from • Habitat for Humanity Pohnpei holds their meetings every Tuesday from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restaurant.11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Sei Restaurant.

• Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 5:30 p.m. • Soccer practice/games at PICS field Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 5:30 p.m. 
Everyone welcome.Everyone welcome.

• The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its weekly meetings Thursdays at 12:15 • The Rotary Club of Pohnpei holds its weekly meetings Thursdays at 12:15 
p.m. at PCR Nantehlik.p.m. at PCR Nantehlik.

• St John’s Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sunday at  • St John’s Catholic Church in Kosrae conducts services every Sunday at  
9:30 a.m.  For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-3209.   9:30 a.m.  For further information, call 370-3240 or 370-3209.   

• FANGO holds its monthly Issue Based Dialogue (IBD) on the last • FANGO holds its monthly Issue Based Dialogue (IBD) on the last 
Wednesday of each Month at the Sei Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. The Wednesday of each Month at the Sei Restaurant at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. The 
public is welcome.public is welcome.

• The Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon holds its weekly meetings every • The Rotary Club of Truk Lagoon holds its weekly meetings every 
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon at the High Tides Restaurant. You are welcome to attend Wednesday at 12:00 Noon at the High Tides Restaurant. You are welcome to attend 
and can contact us at: and can contact us at:  -  - rotarycluboftruklagoon@yahoo.comrotarycluboftruklagoon@yahoo.com

• Pacific Mission Fellowship - A Bible-based English Worship Service Invites • Pacific Mission Fellowship - A Bible-based English Worship Service Invites 
you to join us on Sundays for worship at  9am - 11am, Children’s Church for the kids you to join us on Sundays for worship at  9am - 11am, Children’s Church for the kids 
too!.     Call: 320-2496too!.     Call: 320-2496

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION 
SERVICE IN KOLONIA, U, NETT, & SOKEHS

P L E A S E  H E L P K E E P P O H N P E I  I S L A N D 
C L E A N  &  B E A U T I F U L

CALL         320-3868  or  320-5058

ANOTHER CLASSIC  
LIMERICK BROUGHT TO YOU BY

T R A S H B U S T E R S

As t ronomica l  Tide  Pred ic t ionAs t ronomica l  Tide  Pred ic t ion
February 21, 2011 - March 6, 2011

02/21    
05:02AM   3.8     
11:04AM   0.5     
05:11PM   3.9     
11:22PM   0.5     

2/28
02:34AM 2.2
06:40AM 1.8
01:27PM 3.5
08:38PM 0.9

03/06    
04:03AM   3.7     
09:59AM   0.8     
04:03PM   3.9     
10:15PM   0.5     

02/27   
12:08PM   1.5     
09:17PM  -0.2    

02/22    
05:35AM   3.8     
11:43AM   0.8     
05:40PM   3.4     
11:45PM   0.7     

02/21    
04:11AM   1.4     
09:51AM   0.4     
03:40PM   1.4     
09:59PM   0.2     

02/28    
12:58PM   1.8     
09:29PM   -0.2    

03/01    
02:36AM   2.5     
07:33AM   1.5     
02:03PM   3.8     
08:53PM   0.7     

02/22    
04:32AM   1.6     
10:32AM   0.5     
03:30PM   1.1     
09:41PM   0.1     

03/01    
01:21PM   1.9     
09:25PM   -0.1    

02/24    
12:05AM   1.0     
06:49AM   3.4     
01:20PM   1.6     
06:20PM   2.3     

03/02    
02:49AM   2.8     
08:09AM   1.2     
02:31PM   4.0     
09:09PM   0.6    

02/23    
04:55AM   1.7     
11:14AM   0.8     
02:49PM   0.9     
09:21PM   0.0     

03/02    
03:48AM   0.8     
06:46AM   0.7     
01:42PM   1.9     
09:16PM   0.0     

02/25    
12:17AM   1.2     
07:46AM   3.1     
11:55PM   1.5    

03/03    
03:05AM   3.1     
08:39AM   1.0     
02:57PM   4.1     
09:25PM   0.6    

02/24    
05:21AM   1.7     
09:10PM  -0.2    

03/03    
03:12AM   0.9     
07:22AM   0.5     
02:02PM   2.0     
09:08PM   0.1     

02/26    
10:11AM   2.9     
08:37PM   1.4     

03/04    
03:23AM   3.3     
09:07AM   0.9     
03:20PM   4.1     
09:42PM   0.5    

02/25    
05:54AM   1.6     
09:11PM  -0.3    

03/04    
02:57AM   1.0     
07:53AM   0.4     
02:22PM   1.9     
09:05PM   0.2     

02/27    
12:34PM   3.2     
08:26PM   1.1     

03/05    
03:43AM   3.6     
09:33AM   0.8     
03:42PM   4.1     
09:58PM   0.5    

02/26    
06:57AM   1.5     
09:31AM   1.4     
11:30AM   1.5     
09:19PM  -0.3    

03/05    
02:57AM   1.2     
08:22AM   0.4     
02:40PM   1.9     
09:06PM   0.2     

P o h n p e i

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
Th

ur
sd

ay
Fr

id
ay

Su
nd

ay
M

on
da

y
Tu

es
da

y
Sa

tu
rd

ay

03/06    
03:04AM   1.4     
08:51AM   0.3     
02:58PM   1.7     
09:10PM   0.2     

02/23    
06:09AM   3.6     
12:25PM   1.2     
06:04PM   2.9     

C h u u k

There was a young fellow named Hall
Who fell in the spring in the fall.
‘Twould have been a sad thing
Had he died in the spring,

But he didn‛t - he died in the fall.

The Community Bulletin is a free message 
board exclusive to announcements. To post 

your announcements to The Kaselehlie Press: 
P. O. Box 2222
Pohnpei, FM 96941

p h o n e  t o :     ( 6 9 1 )  3 2 0 - 6 5 4 7
email to: FSMKpress@yahoo.com

C O M M U N I T Y  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D
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Young family seeks: 
House or apartment

to rent for 
$200/month or less.
Looking for at least a 

one year lease.
ASAP

Contact: 320-6547
Advertise With 

The Kaselehlie Press 
TODAY
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Joret Raymond, world traveler at age 71 has 

visited at least 200 countries or territories.
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2   009 Mini 

Pacific Games

SEE PAGE 7

    
  ong-Time 

Palm Terrace 

Employee

Arrested for theft 
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See results for the athletes who 

represent FSM

Filipino fishermen rescued off 

Kapangamarangi

After 59 Days, three “typhoons”, six sharks, 

and thousands of prayers

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

Pohnpei, FSM – Resty Dabon, and Toto 

Feliciano of the Philippines were snatched 

from the jaws of death when the Japanese 

flagged purse seiner the “Tokiwa Maru 

Number 18” rescued them in the waters of 

Kapangamarangi in the FSM on October 

13.  The two men had been adrift in the 

ocean since August 15, a total of 59 days, 

each one of which they ticked off with 

a broken bottle on the sides of their tiny 

“payao” (Fish Aggregating Device - FAD) 

fishing boat.

A payao (FAD) is a device set in the water 

by fishermen in order to attract fish.  Purse 

seiners, the massive fishing machines that 

ply the oceans scooping up tons of fish 

with each pull of their huge nets have 

used FAD’s to help to ensure a catch.  Fish 

caught through the use of FAD’s tend to in-

clude a higher percentage of juvenile tuna 

and bycatch (fish that are discarded) than 

fish caught by other methods.  The Western 

and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, 

the Tuna Commission, in order to help to 

preserve fish stocks in the Pacific, banned 

the use of FADs in the Pacific.  The ban 

went into effect in August.

The FAD ban does not apply to local ves-

sels fishing local waters like the “Ange-

la,” a fishing vessel from the Philippines, 

owned by “Ten Point Fishing Company.”  

The “Angela” is a small vessel that serves 

as not much more than a staging and stor-

age place for fish caught by fishermen who 

fish at the payaos that belong to the com-

pany.  Each of fishermen brings the fish 

they caught back to the “mother ship.”  The 

boats they use are tiny, really designed for 

only one person.

On August 15, Dabon and Feliciano were 

fishing at a payao within site of the “An-

gela,” at a distance of approximately one 

and a half miles when a rain storm struck 

and they lost site of the vessel.  Their boat, 

powered only by a 7 ½ horsepower engine 

had no radio and no locator device.  With-

out visual sight lines, the men had little to 

no hope of finding the “mother ship.”

Both of the men said that they have worked 

for other Philippine fishing companies be-

fore and that none of the payao tenders had 

communications electronics. 

Feliciano speaks no English, but members 

of the United Filipino Community of Pohn-

pei who have joined together to take care 

of the two castaways since they landed in 

Pohnpei were able to translate for him.  He 

is not married but he has a fiancée in his 

hometown of Malandang Malungon, Sa-

rangani Province.  Toto’s fiancée is due to 

give birth to his child this month.

Both Dabon and Feliciano have talked to 

their loved ones by phone for a few minutes 

since they arrived in Pohnpei.  The phone 

calls were placed by Jerry Figueras who 

See “Filipinos Rescued” on page 8
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Pohnpei, FM – A 

rampant 
rumor 

spreading through-

out Pohnpei by 

means of the “co-

conut wireless” in 

Pohnpei that water 

provided by Pohn-

pei Utilities Com-

pany (PUC) con-

tains Hepatitis B is 

completely without 

merit.  The source 

of the rumors seems 

to have been a radio 

show aired some 

time before Christ-

mas.  The program 

was jointly produced 

by the Department of Public Health and 

the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA).  It w
as intended to educate resi-

dents of Pohnpei on the importance of 

good hygiene like the practice of wash-

ing hands before eating as a tool to avoid 

the possibility of contracting Hepatitis 

A.  The program was produced in the 

Pohnpeian language.

Someone misunderstood what was said 

and began spreading the rumor that PUC 

drinking water was unsafe.  

The rumor also said that children at 

Sekere Elementary school had been 

told not to drink water from the taps at 

the school because of the discovery of 

Hepatitis A in the water supply and be-

Rumors of unsafe PUC drinking 

water untrue

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

PUC water treatment plant in Nanpohnmal, Pohnpei
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FSM – “I tried to handle things in the 

Micronesian way.  I talked to people 

and I wrote letters to NORMA, but 

NORMA always said that they had 

to do what Congress approved,” said 

Perdus Ehsa, President of Pacific Food 

Services, incorporated.  He says that it 

ruined his business.

In September of 2007 Congress voted 

by resolution not to renew the corpo-

ration’s fishing access agreement with 

the National Oceanic Resource Man-

agement Authority (NORMA).  Ehsa 

said that the end of the access agree-

ment, for all intents and purposes was 

the end of their company’s ability to 

do their fisheries business and they, 

after having exhausted all other “Mi-

cronesian” means to resolve the prob-

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

Ehsa says that Congress 

resolution ruined his 

business
lem, have filed suit at FSM Supreme 

Court (CA 2009-001).

Perdus Ehsa said that Pacific Food 

Services, Inc. served as an agent for 

foreign longliners and handled logis-

tics primarily for Japanese and Korean 

vessels that wished to fish in the FSM.  

The company handled licensing, food, 

water, fuel supplies and anything else 

that a foreign longline fishing vessel 

might require in order to fish within the 

FSM Exclusive Economic Zone.

PFS had a fishing agreement with NOR-

MA that allowed them to obtain licens-

es for foreign longliners that started in 

2004 and was to end in 2006.

The company entered into a new agree-

ment with NORMA on November 6, 

2006 that would have allowed them to 

continue to offer their services “com-

mencing on November 9, 2006 or from 

the date it is approved by Congress, 

whichever is later.”

According to the PFS filing at Supreme 

Court the company was allowed by 

law to continue under the initial ac-

cess agreement (2004 to 2006) as long 

as they had filed a new agreement with 

NORMA for consideration by Con-

gress.  It was up to Congress to act on 

the agreement.  The Congress review 

and decision wasn’t completed until 

more than a year after the company’s 

filing of an agreement with NORMA.

On October 15, 2007, Congress, based 

on the Resources and Development 

Standing Committee Report 15-47 

chaired by Pohnpei’s Senator Dion 

Neth, passed Resolution 15-50 reject-

PFS files suit at Supreme 

Court asking for relief

A 

Christ-

mas Drop 

pallet loaded 

with medical sup-

plies, fishing equip-

ment, medical supplies, 

school materials, tools and 

toys floats down to an FSM is-

land in Chuuk.

Operation Christmas Drop

See Page 2 for full coverage

Doone  and  Kil l ion 

Present their campaign 

platforms for Governor

See Pages 8-9

See “PFS” on Page 3

See “unsafe Water Rumor” on Page 5

From Left: Rep. JICA Mr. Hamada, Amb. 

Sato, Director Keller, doctors and nurses of 

State Hospital
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“e-waste” is a term that is used to 

describe waste that has come from broken 

or unwanted electronics or electrical devices
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Pohnpei “foreign  investors” 

take their case to the United 

States

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands (CNMI) – June 10, 2009  – The 

“big names” included as defendants in a 

complaint filed on June 10, 2009 in the US 

District Court in Saipan by Robert and Pat-

ti Arthur, US citizens residing in Pohnpei, 

and FSM citizens Bethwel and Marihne 

Henry have attracted headlines in newspa-

pers in the Pacific.

The plaintiffs named as defendants: The 

State of Pohnpei; the Federated States of 

Micronesia Development Bank (FSMDB); 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 

her official capacity, and US Secretary of 

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

the Department of the Interior Ken Salazar, 

also in his official capacity.

In the 15 page complaint, the “big names” 

were mentioned in only one paragraph.  

The plaintiffs asked the US court to order 

the Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 

the Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to 

stop releasing any funds “to Pohnpei or to 

the FSM for the benefit of Pohnpei, for any 

purpose whatsoever.”

The plaintiffs, through counsel Douglas F. 

Cushnie, sued the defendants for breach of 

contract, breach of Compact, and unjust 

enrichment.

The dispute centers on a $620,000 loan 

given to AHPW, Incorporated that was ad-

ministered by the FSM Development Bank 

in 1993 at the instruction of an FSM entity 

which no longer exists that was named the 

Federated Development Authority (FDA).  

According to Robert Arthur the FDA con-

sisted of the President of the Federated 

States of Micronesia and the four State 

Governors.

The money for the loan was provided by 

the United States Government in order 

to develop private sector investments in 

Pohnpei.  The fund was intended, accord-

ing to 30 FSM Code 301, to “contribute 

to the furtherance of close economic and 

commercial relations between the United 

States of America and the Federated States 

of Micronesia [and] encourage the produc-

tive presence of citizens and commercial 

enterprises of the United States in the Fed-

erated States of Micronesia…”

The AHPW, Incorporated loan was for the 

establishment of two entrepreneurial enter-

See “AHPW, Inc” on Page 2

 
   

Meets in 

Pohnpei

APIL

The Association of Pacific Island 

Legislators

SEE PAGE 4

Part 2 of a 4-part series on How Big of a Problem is E-Waste?

20 new young FSM citizen recruit submitted to the United States Army’s Oath of Enlist-

ment at Pohnpei’s Ocean View Plaza on Friday June 20, 2009.  They were Harvey Allen, 

Vinton Benjamin, Judith Chunn, Waldis Clark, Gilton Esau, Mavrick Hedson,  Oneil Cur-

tis Iriarte, Donna Joldersma, Josephine Lebehn, Lancelot Lebehn, Benjamin Mike, An-

thony Minoske, Albertus Noah, Ricky Olerag, Lynson Panuel, Fred Abner Sigrah, Yolanda 

Silbanuz, Achilles Susaia, Vincent Taulung, and Darryl Weitag. 

US Army inducts 20 more 

FSM citizens
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K.P. Krazy CornerK.P. Krazy Corner

     M
e      

     M
e      

Time:
Time:

English   101:

Island Island Inspiration:
Inspiration:

   Daffy 

Defi nition:

Mama 
Mama 

Says:
Says:

I can see clearly now

I can see clearly now

the brain is  gone

the brain is  gone

don’t be so open-minded

don’t be so open-minded

Every morning is the dawn of a 

Papa Says:

If it ain’t broke
don’t fix it until it is

Why is “abbreviation”

such a long word?

think   about it: Cubicle:
Cubicle:

a padded cell without a door

a padded cell without a door

Why don’t the psychics
win all the lotteries?

that your brains fall out

that your brains fall out

new error
new error

By Dr. Lois Englberger
Island Food Community of Pohnpei

For a number of years the Island Food Community of Pohnpei has been pro-
viding information on Micronesian local foods and nutrition and their many 
benefi ts and values.  In this article we would like to give you the opportunity 
to check what you have learned.  See the questions below.

We would like to point out that one great benefi t of local foods is their health 
benefi ts but that not all the varieties are the same.  Some varieties of bananas 
for example contain even more of some nutrients than other varieties.  They 
are all healthy, but it is good to grow and eat many varieties of bananas and 
other local crops….because then you are more likely to get more nutrients 
and all that you need, as well as getting great taste and enjoyment!

You may ask how we know about the rich nutrient content of local foods 
and varieties.  We know because we sent Pohnpei, Kosrae, Chuuk and 
Yap banana, giant swamp taro, breadfruit and pandanusvarieties and oth-
er foods to laboratories for analysis for essential nutrients.  This was a 
great challenge as it was needed to send frozen samples, and it was dif-
fi cult to keep the samples frozen, due to long transit periods. We sentto 
laboratories in Fiji, Switzerland , Australia, Hawaii, and US mainland, and 
the fi ndings were conclusive.  These foods and varieties are nutritional treasures.  The fi ndings 
also attracted interest world-wide.  

So look here at these questions and see what you know!  Would you also like to get a prize?  Then write down the answers and submit to the Island Food Com-
munity of Pohnpei.  We would like to give prizes to theentries with most correct answers. In our next issue we will provide the answers and winners names.  Have fun!

see if you know the answers to these questions:
1. What is the State Banana of Pohnpei.
2. What Pohnpei banana has the most beta-carotene? 
3. What color indicates that the fl esh of a banana or other food is rich in beta-carotene and other carotenoids?
4. Which Pohnpei banana has more beta-carotene, Mangat or UtinMenihle?
5. Name fi ve diseases or disorders against which beta-carotene and other carotenoids protect you. (see our IFCP posters for the answer)
6. Eating Karat banana causes the urine to be yellow. What is the vitamin in Karat that causes this? 
7. What mineral is important for our blood and carries oxygen around the body, giving us energy and strength?
8. How much beta-carotene does rice contain?
9. What are two main causes of the diabetes that is so common now in Pohnpei and other parts of Micronesia?
10.   What is the name of the banana variety for which a photo of the ripe bunch is presented here in this article?  

SUBMISSION DETAILS:  You can email, telephone or bring hard copy to the Island Food Community of Pohnpei.  Our email address is:  nutri-
tion@mail.fm; our telephone # is: 320-3259; and our offi ce is in the Botanical Garden in Kolonia.  Entries must be received within three days of 
the release date of the paper.  Be sure to give your name and telephone number.  Thank you!

What do you know about Pohnpei local foods and nutrition?

Fish, taro and vegetables in coconut cream
Ingredients for one serving

2 tablespoons fresh fi sh (cooked) or canned (can be mackerel, tuna)

4 tablespoons of giant swamp taro (mwahng) or soft taro (sawa), cooked and ground or mashed

4 tablespoons Chinese cabbage or chilli leaves (sele) or chaya or pele leaves, cooked and mashed 

4 tablespoons thick coconut creamDirections1. Mix all ingredients together.2. Cook the mixture for 5 minutes in a pot.
3. Cool and serve.

Note: This dish can also be used as an infant food from six months

Acknowledgement to the Secretariat of the Pacifi c Food Community for their 2006 Pacifi c Food Leafl et 

no. 4, Coconut.



The
K a s e l e h l i e  P r e s s

February 21 2011 - March 6, 2011
16


