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March 31, 2016
Pohnpei, FSM—At 3:00 this afternoon, 
a celebration was held at the Pohpei 
Administration building.  The celebration 
was all about culture and in true Pohnpei 
fashion, began with a sakau ceremony after 
all of the parade floats had arrived with a 
police escort.

Vendors from throughout Pohnpei pedaled 
their wares at the event selling everything 
from food to art.  FSM Islanders Arts 

Cultural Day celebrated in Pohnpei and across 
the FSM

See “Cultural Day” on page 8

Would be FSM bank owner 
arrested for fraud and other 
charges in the United States

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

April 1, 2016
Pohnpei, FSM—According to a news story 
published on March 15 by the Center for 
Public Integrity, Cary Lee Peterson was 
arrested in San Francisco by the FBI and 
charged with securities fraud related to a 
pro-Bernie Sanders super PAC (Political 
Action Group) that collected nearly 
$50,000 from “James Bond” actor Daniel 
Craig.  The article cites Justice Department 
Officials with the announcement.

The Bernie Sanders super PAC was not 
authorized by the Sanders campaign and 
in fact, the campaign’s chief legal counsel 
issued several cease and desist letters to 
Peterson that largely went unheeded.  That 
fact was the subject of an interview with 
Peterson on Al Jazeera in February

Peterson was also charged by the U.S. 
Department of Justice for Securities fraud 
for falsely claiming millions of dollars in 
revenue from Nigeria and other foreign 
countries.  Each of those charges carries 

a maximum penalty of 20 years for each 
charge and a maximum fine of $5 million. 

Cary Lee Peterson has ties to the FSM and 
was in Pohnpei not long before his arrest in 
San Francisco.  In Pohnpei he claimed to be 

opening a bank with alleged local 
partner Senator Shelton Neth that 
he was calling the East America 
Bank.  He was also behind a drive 
to establish a purported economic 
opportunity in the FSM for medical 
marijuana.

In late February, an article 
briefly appeared on the Pohnpei 
Government website that featured 
a photo of Peterson shaking hands 
with Lt. Governor Reed Oliver.  
Nearly anyone can organize a 
courtesy call with a government 
official but Peterson used the photo, 
which is still up on his Facebook 
page, to indicate that the Pohnpei 
State Government supported the 
idea of the East America Bank.

Pohnpei’s Chief of Staff Joseph 
Saimon was unaware of the article 

that published on the government website.  The article 
was pulled down from the website within a matter of 
hours after we spoke to Saimon about it.  Saimon said that 
someone would have a lot of explaining to do.

See “Peterson” on page 2
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The article on Pohnpei’s website said that 
on February 25, 2016 Peterson met with 
the Banking Board Chairman to “finalize” 
the formation of East America Banking 
Corporation, “a domestic bank that will 
enable local rural and social development, 
in addition to support(ing) a sustainable 
agricultural industry for industrial hemp 
that is thriving in the mainland U.S., 
which will flourish an ongoing harvest of 
medicinal cannabidiol oil (CBD) that will 
position itself as a new flagship commodity 
for FSM.”

The unauthorized article claimed that 
“the talks on East America Development 
Program started last year and have 
perpetuated into a long-term agenda for 
Capital State to gain independence from 
foreign dependence for domestic issues as 
water supply, education, energy-efficiency, 
healthcare, and job creation.”

This afternoon we checked with the 
Banking Board.  Their representative told 
us that despite numerous invitations to do 
so, Peterson never filed any application to 
establish a bank in the FSM.

According to the FSM Department of 
Justice, Peterson also tried to establish a 
PAC for Micronesia.  DOJ is in possession 
of the documents he filed.

While in Pohnpei, Peterson approached 

...Peterson
continued from page 1

Murphy Panuelo about 
the possibility of leasing 
space in his new building, 
the One World Plaza in 
Kolonia.  Peterson told him 
that he wanted the space 
for the new headquarters 
of his new bank.  Panuelo 
told him that since he was 
a stranger to him he would 
not lease him the space 
until he had checked his 
background and confirmed 
his bona fides with the U.S. 
Embassy.

Later that day, Peterson 
posted a photo on his 
Facebook page of himself 
standing in front of the 
One World Plaza with a 
caption that led readers to 
believe that the building 
was his and that it had 
been a project he’d been 
working on for about 18 
months.  A few hours after 
we contacted Panuelo to 
tell him about the photo 
Peterson removed it.

On a much smaller scale, it’s the type of 
thing Peterson’s been accused of doing 
many times before that has recently landed 
him in hot water with the U.S. Department 
of Justice.  They accuse him of publishing 
false press releases and blog posts in 
addition to false revenue claims that 
overstate his corporate assets. 

Peterson’s Facebook page still has the 
misleading photo of him shaking hands 
with Lt. Governor Oliver.  It also has 
several photos of Peterson with Senator 
Shelton Neth and representatives of other 
countries including Albania.
 
FSM Department of Justice Attorney 
Clayton Lawrence says that DOJ is actively 
looking into Peterson’s activities while he 
was in the FSM.  He said that tips from 

people who had contact with Peterson while 
he was here would be appreciated.

The charges against Peterson, filed by 
the U.S. Department of Justice can be 
downloaded at:  https://www.justice.gov/
usao-nj/file/832721/download.  The DOJ 
press release can be viewed at: https://
www.justice.gov/usao-nj/pr/ceo-microcap-
company-charged-securities-fraud-falsely-
claiming-millions-revenue-contracts. 
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On March 28, 2016, the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony was held at the Pohnpei State Government 
Office for the Project for Construction of Supporting Center for Persons with Disabilities in Pohnpei 
State which provided Pohnpei Consumer Organization with US$109,105 under Grant Assistance for 
Grass-roots Human Security Projects. 

Construction of Supporting Center for 
Persons with Disabilities in Pohnpei State

On March 21, 2016, a grant contract 
signing ceremony was held at the Kosrae 
state government office for two grant 
assistance projects: the Project for 
Renovation of Baseball Ground in Kosrae 
State, and the Project for Procuring a 
Cesspit Cleaner Truck in Kosrae State. 
The former provides Kosrae Department 
of Education with US$90,473 under 
Grant Assistance for Cultural Grass-
roots Projects, while the latter provides 
Department of Transportation and 
Infrastructure with US$96,940 under 
Grant Assistance for Grass-roots Human 
Security Projects.  

Due to large rainfall and high temperature 
in daytime, it has been a challenge for the 
Kosraean community to find an enough 
space for sports and cultural activities. It 
caused social problems such as exposure 
to drugs and alcohol in under-age. The 
objective of baseball ground renovation 
project is to educate youth and strengthen 
community bonds by promoting sports 
and cultural activities.

The existing cesspit cleaner truck has 
been serving for the community for over 
20 years, and has a number of trouble and 
damage. The latter project will provide 
Kosrae with a new cesspit cleaner truck, 
which will go around residential homes 

and public buildings to vacuum human 
waste. The objective of this project is to 
provide sanitary and clean environment 
for approximately 6,600 people who 
currently reside in Kosrae.

At the ceremony, Ambassador Masaki 
Sakai gave a special remark and 
expressed his strong hope that those two 
projects will make a large contribution to 
improve people’s livelihood in Kosrae. 
He also shared a heart-warming memory 
of his visit to all of the nine schools in 
Kosrae to make KIZUNA (strong bonds) 
presentations in December 2015. When 
he visited the Walung elementary school, 
students sang their school song which 
ends with a Japanese word, GAMBARE 
(work hard). Based on KIZUNA between 
people of the FSM and Japan and a spirit 
of GAMBARE, Ambassador Sakai 
expressed his hope to work together to 
make fruitful outcomes from the two 
projects.  

The ceremony was witnessed by 
Governor Jackson, Lt. Governor 
Sigrah, Speaker Palik, Vice Speaker 
Taulung, Director of Education Dr. 
Waguk, Director of Transportation and 
Infrastructure Mr. Luckymis, and staffs 
of the Kosrae State Government.

Grass-roots Projects in Kosrae State

The objective of this project is to provide Pohnpei Consumer 
Organization with a new facility which will be utilized as a 
supporting center for persons with disabilities. 

In the ceremony, Ambassador Masaki Sakai expressed his 
sincere hope that the supporting center would contribute to the 
improvement in quality of lives of persons with disabilities. 
Comparing Tokyo and Pohnpei, he showed his appreciation for the 
peaceful and family-oriented community in Pohnpei. On the other 
hand, he pointed out that the policies for persons with disabilities 
should be more individual-oriented to better serve all persons with 
disabilities, as a type of disability is different for each person. He 
expressed his hope that the new supporting center could promote 
such change.  Mr. Nelbert Perez, President of Pohnpei Consumer 
Organization, said that the 2010 FSM census showed the FSM had 
approximately 11,000 persons with disabilities. He stated that the 
new facility would be a model for accessibility for those persons 
with disabilities in the country. 

Presented at the ceremony were Lt. Governor Reed Oliver, 
representatives of Pohnpei legislature, staffs of FSM National 
Government and Pohnpei State Government, and persons with 
disabilities.
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By Clark Graham

Chuuk, FSM—When Margie Winter, swam in the 2014 Micro Games representing 
Chuuk State she was only 12 years old.  She and her brother were the Chuuk Swimming 
Team, and we were all very proud 
of them.

Margie continues to swim. On 
March 18-20, 2016, the YMCA 
New York State Championships 
Meet was held at the State 
University of New York at 
Buffalo, Alumni Natatorium in 
Buffalo, NY. Thirty-seven (37) 
YMCA’s with a total of 1210 
athletes took part in 3009 events.

One of those swimmers was 
Margie Winter whose mother, 
Marian WIshim, is from Unanu.  Her Grandmother, Morris Mark is from Polowat and her 
Grandfather, Max Hockey is from Unanu. Her father is  Dr. Stephen Winter.

Margie Winter competed as a 13 year old in the 13-14 year age group. She entered the 50 
Free, 100 Free and 100 fly. The results for this 13 year old girl are impressive.

Event		  Prelim Time	 Finals Time	 Place
50 Free		  26.14		  25.87		  4th
100 Free		 58.27		  58.19		  11th
100 Fly		  1:05.85		  1:05.08		  13th

Since 2014 her times have continued to improve to where she is now one of the FSMs 
premier female swimmers. Congratulations to Margie Winter and the people of Unanu, 
Polowat and other islands. She has made the FSM very proud.

Margie Winter: FSM swimmer

Margie Winter (Left)

Margie Winter (Left)

By Susan Kihleng

Saipan—Four swimmers from the Pohnpei Swimming Club represented Pohnpei and the 
FSM at the Saipan International Swim Meet March 17-19.  The three days of competition 
at the Kan Pacific Pool in Marpi, Saipan gave our swimmers an excellent opportunity to 
showcase their skills among some of the best swimmers in the region. The first day of 
competition resulted in a 1st place finish for 16 year old Kaleo Kihleng in the Men’s 200 
Meter Backstroke, 2nd place finish for 11 year old Nicole Adams in the Girls 200 Meter 
Breaststroke, and a 3rd place finish for 11 year old Kyler Kihleng in the Boys 200 Meter 
Backstroke.  The team finished out the day with a 3rd place finish in the Mixed 200 Meter 
Freestyle Relay.

Friday was another day of stiff competition and saw our team start out the day with a 4th 
place finish for Kestra Kihleng and 6th place finish for Nicole Adams in the Girls 100 
Meter Freestyle, 6th place for Kyler Kihleng in the Boys 100 Meter Freestyle, and 3rd 
place for Kaleo Kihleng in the Mens 100 Meter Freestyle races.  Friday’s session finished 
out with Nicole Adams placing 6th in the Girls 50 Meter Backstroke, Kyler Kihleng 
placing 4th in the Boys 50 Meter Backstroke, Kestra and Nicole placing 2nd and 3rd in 
the Girls 100 Meter Butterfly, and Kaleo Kihleng placing 2nd in the Mens 100 Meter 
Butterfly.  The team enjoyed a second place finish in the Mixed 200 Meter Medley Relay.

Saturday was a full day of competition, starting early in the morning and lasting well into 
the evening.  In spite of fatigue and some minor illnesses, the Pohnpei swimmers pulled 
through with some great races, finishing in the top 6 in every event they entered.  Kestra 
Kihleng and Nicole Adams finished 2nd and 4th in the Girls 100 Meter Breaststroke, 2nd 
and 6th in the Girls 50 Meter Butterfly, 2nd and 5th in the Girls 50 Meter Breaststroke, 
and 3rd and 5th in the Girls 50 Meter Freestyle.  Kestra also came in 2nd in the Girls 200 
Meter Individual Medley.  Kyler Kihleng placed 3rd in the Boys 100 Meter Breaststroke, 
6th in the Boys 50 Meter Breaststroke, 3rd in the Boys 100 Meter Backstroke, and 5th in 
the Boys 50 Meter Freestyle.  Kaleo Kihleng finished 1st in the Mens 50 Meter Butterfly, 
2nd in the 200 Meter Freestyle, 2nd in the 200 Meter Individual Medley, and 3rd in the 
Mens 50 Meter Freestyle. 

Along with the many ribbons the team brought home was a high-point trophy, awarded 
to 12 year old Kestra Kihleng as she tied for third place in the overall points earned in 
her age division.  

Swimmers were also able to tour some of the sites of the island during the five days they 
were in Saipan. They also enjoyed the island’s famous Night Market where the local 
entertainment performed a Pohnpeian song in honor of the team from Pohnpei.  

The team returned from Saipan in high spirits and looks forward to representing Pohnpei 
in future competitions.

Pohnpei Swimming Club represents 
FSM in Saipan



April 4 - 17, 2016The
K a s e l e h l i e  P r e s s 5

March 19, 2016
Pohnpei, FSM—Weather in Pohnpei moderated in time for the CFC fishing competition 
held on March 19, 2016.  Unlike some previous fishing tournaments, anglers could 
concentrate on fishing rather than just trying to stay afloat.

The tournament was a “big fish” tournament.  With no doubt, Marcella Hawley’s 161.7 
pound marlin took the top prize, earning her the $400 purse for her fish.

Konrad Englberger’s 29.7 pound Wahoo was the second biggest fish and earned him a 
cool $300.

 Anthony Manuel’s 25.1 pound Yellow 
Fin tuna brought him $150 and a pretty 
good amount of sashimi.

Konrad Englberger scored again with a 
Wahoo, this one 22.7 pounds.  That fish 
earned him another hundred dollars.

Dennis Gearheart scored $50 for his 21.6 
pound Yellow Fin Tuna.

The Fishing Club wants to thank CFC, 
Mangrove Bay for hosting, and everyone 
who helped including Bill, Tina, Cel, 
Uta, Kumer’s guys on the dock, and the 
cute little girl handing out the leis.

We can’t do anything without our 
sponsors and those who help. We also 
had a drawing of the entered boats for a 
free entry to next month’s tournament. 
The winner was Western.

The next tournament is Best Buy/Ocean 
View on April 16.
 

Caroline Fisheries Corporation 
fishing tournament lands big winners

On March 28, 2016, a grant contract 
signing ceremony was held for the Project 
for Expansion of Preschool Building 
for United Church of Christ in Pohnpei 
Preschool in Pohnpei State which provided 
US$176,277 for United Church of Christ in 
Pohnpei Preschool under Grant Assistance 
for Grass-roots Human Security Projects. 
The objectives of this project are to promote 
children’s welfare and to improve the 
environment for early childhood education 
through expansion of a preschool building. 
In his address, Ambassador Masaki 
Sakai emphasized the importance of 
early childhood education. He explained 
that the population in Japan had been 
gradually decreasing since it marked its 
highest population in 2010, and one of the 

reasons for the reduction is that insufficient 
preschool and nursery facilities make 
it difficult for Japanese women to raise 
children while working. He expressed his 
sincere hope that the construction work 
would proceed smoothly and the expanded 
preschool building would be fully utilized 
to strengthen preschool education in UCCP 
Preschool. Followed by addresses, a grant 
contract was signed by Ambassador Sakai 
and Pastor Iuhfert Hainrick, Vice President 
of UCCP.

 The ceremony was witnessed by Principal 
and Vice Principal of UCCP Preschool, 
and representatives of UCCP.

Expansion of preschool building for United Church of Christ Preschool

On February 24th, 2016 the Sokehs 
Municipal Government celebrated the 
anniversary of the Sokehs Rebellion that 
took place in 1911.  More than 100 years 
later, we are still finding reasons to “rebel” 
in Sokehs.  This year the theme was 
“Come Join the Rebellion” and the focus 
was on fighting against non-communicable 
diseases in Pohnpei.  The 1911 rebellion 
was about regaining honor from the 
Germans who disrespected Soumadau en 
Sokehs and his men that were building a 
road in Sokehs.  Today, NCDs are taking 
away our honor by taking away our health 
and weakening our bodies.  To fight against 
this, the Sokehs Municipal Government 
sponsored a fun hike up Sokehs Ridge.  
The hike is steep and provided great 
exercise to those who went up.  More 
than 300 people climbed the ridge that 
day and as a bonus, these people were 
the first ones to see the new World War II 
Memorial signs that have been installed 
on the ridge to detail what life was like in 
Pohnpei during the war.  The SMG gave 
away 200 t-shirts and 200 pairs of Croc 
sandals donated by the Care Micronesia 
Foundation to the first 200 people who 
hiked the ridge, saw all 5 signs, and came 
back down to the municipal office.  The 
top 10 finishers are listed below.  We’d like 
to give special thanks to Genesis Hospital 
and Pharmacy for providing screening for 
NCDs at the event, Senator Ferny Perman 
for sponsoring the T-shirts, and to all the 
people and businesses that participated in 
the event.  The ridge is open every day 
for people to climb and with FSM Senator 
David W. Panuelo’s $200,000 allocation 
for improving the road to the top of the 
ridge, we see this hike as an upcoming 
major tourism attraction for locals as well 

as visitors to Pohnpei.
Winners:
1st place – 
Jason Bartolome – 
Sokehs Powe School

2nd place – 
RSJ Ifamilik – 
Palikir Elementary School

3rd – 
Makaigy Sohl – 
Sokehs Powe School

4th – 
Michael Sohl – 
Sokehs Powe School

5th – 
Anderson Paul – 
Palikir Elementary School

6th – 
Joshua Edward - 
Sokehs Powe School

7th – 
Kanichy Bernard – 
RSP Elementary School

8th – 
BN Hilario - 
Sokehs Powe School

9th – 
Longain David - 
Sokehs Powe School

10th – 
Beyard Jack – 
Palikir Elementary School

The Sokehs Rebellion – 2016
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 “PNI FIJIAN COMMUNITY TROPICAL CYCLONE APPEAL”

WE THE PNI FIJIAN COMMUNITY WOULD LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND DEEPLY 
APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROSITY IN GIVING A HAND BY HELPING THE AFFECTED 
VICTIMS OF TC WINSTON. 

WITH THE APPEAL THAT STARTED ON FEBRUARY 26TH 2016 AND ENDED ON 
MARCH 13TH 2016, THE TOTAL MONETORY DONATIONS COLLECTED WAS USD$1050 
EQUIVALENT TO FJD$2150 WHICH WAS WIRED DIRECTLY TO THE FIJI RED CROSS 
VIA BANK OF GUAM. THEREFORE WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR APPRECIATION 
TO THE FOLLOWING KIND HEARTED INDIVIDUALS, FAMILY & CONGREGATIONS;

1.	 DR. JOHNNY HEDSON
2.	 MR.  HIDETOMO 
	 MATSUMOTO
3.	 MS SUSAN ALFONS AND 
	 MS CATLEEN
4.	 KOSRAE - KOLONIA 
	 CHURCH CONGREGATION
5.	 PASTOR HERMAN SATO
6.	 CARL FAMILY

7.	 LYNETTE FAMILY
8.	 MR. RUPENI MARIO
9.	 MR. POASA NAULUVULA
10.	 MR. JARRED MORRIS
11.	 DR. COLLIN RUBAN
12.	 MR. NAT TUIVAVALAGI
13.	 PASTOR DAN FAMILY
14.	 MR. ABDUL SAHEEM
15.	 MR. PENI DRODROLAGI

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR HELPING FIJI RISE AGAIN. MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL.

Tokyo -- Speaker Simina was invited by the 
Government of Japan to attend the National 
Memorial Ceremony for the victims of the 
earthquake and tsunami of March 11, 2011. 
Speaker led a delegation from Congress paid 
courtesy calls on the Speaker of the Diet and 
exchanged views with Mr. Keiiji Furuya, 
Chairman of the Japan-FSM Parliamentary 
Friendship League. Speaker Simina also 
visited disaster struck areas of Miyagi and 
Fukushima prefectures to view the progress of 
the reconstruction efforts.
 
During the week-long visit starting from 
March 6 and culminating in the national 
remembrance ceremony on March 11, 
Speaker Simina led a delegation of Congress 
consisting of:
 
Speaker Wesley Simina;
Vice Speaker Berney Martin
Senator Esmond Moses
and Legislative Counsel Lam Dang as staff
 
Joining the delegation were HE John Fritz, 
Ambassador of the FSM to Japan, and Kunio 
Suehara, Economic Attache.
 
The delegation started in Sendai in Miyagi 
Prefecture. Speaker Simina paid homage to 
the victims of the disaster at the Millennium 
Hope Hills, a memorial for the victims of the 
great earthquake, and discussed the details of 
the reconstruction of the area with the Mayor 
and officials of Iwanuma City, one of the 
worst affected by the earthquake.
 
Upon return to Sendai the delegation was 
received by Shuichi Miura, Vice Governor of 
Miyagi Prefecture. Speaker Simina conveyed 
his long held desire to visit the disaster struck 
areas of the Tohoku region
 
The following day the delegation traveled to 
Fukushima Prefecture where it was received 
by Masao Uchibori, Governor of Fukushima 
Prefecture. The delegation had an exchange 
of views regarding the disaster area. That 
meeting was widely reported in the press.
 
Afer the meeting the delegation received a 
briefing on the effects of radiation exposure 
due to the Dai Ichi Nuclear Power Plant, and 
the efforts at remediation. The delegation was 
impressed by the efforts to reduce substantially 
exposure and to clean up the environment.
 
The delegation went on subsequently to Iwaki 
City, 60 km from the Dai Ichi Power Plant. It 
was received by the Mayor and the Chairman 
of the City Council. Afterwards the delegation 
was taken to visit a museum of the disaster as 
well as the coastal areas that were devastated 
by the tsunami. The delegation was able to see 
for itself the extent of the devastation and the 
scale of the reconstruction efforts.
 
One highlight of the trip was a visit to an 
elementary school where the delegation was 
invited to join the students for lunch.
 
The delegation then went on to Tokyo where 
it met with national government leaders, 
including Tadamori Oshima, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. At the meeting 
the two speakers had an exchange of views 
regarding certain parts of Japanese grant aid 
the future of the FSM after 2023. Speaker 

Simina described the efforts of the FSM 
in building up the FSM Trust Fund. Both 
sides exchanged views on the importance of 
fisheries to Japan and the FSM.
 
The delegation also had separarate meetings 
with Keiji Furuya, Chairman of the Japan-
FSM Parliamentary Friendship League, 
Masakazu Hamachi, Parliamentary Vice 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and Yoshitaka 
Ito, State minister for Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries. 
 
The culmination of the trip was the attendance 
of the Speaker Simina, Vice Speaker Martin 
and Senator Moses of the official National 
Memorial Ceremony on March 11, in the 
presence of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan.
 
Speaker Simina also hosted a reception on 
March 10 for officials and friends of the FSM, 
where he delivered the following speech:
 
“Honorable Keiji Furuya, Chairman of 
the Japan-FSM Parliamentary Friendship 
League along with members of the Friendship 
League; Honorable Masakazu Hamachi, 
Parliamentary Vice Minister for Foreign 
Affairs; Ambassadors and friends from 
the Pacific Island Nations; the Ministry of 
Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries; and of 
course our dearest friends and supporters of 
the FSM;
Ladies and gentlemen;
I am honored to be among you this evening, 
and on behalf of my delegation and the people 
of the FSM, I bring warm greetings and 
welcome you.
 
My delegation and I are here by the kind 
invitation of the Government of Japan to 
attend the Memorial Ceremony of the Great 
East Japan Earthquake scheduled to be held 
tomorrow. In this regards I wish to thank 
the Government of Japan and especially the 
Honorable Keiji Furuya for providing us this 
opportunity.
 
Prior to this day, my delegation and I visited 
several cities of Miyagi Prefecture and 
Fukushima Prefecture of the Tohoku Region 
where we witnessed the still evident scars 
of the disaster of 5 years ago, as well as the 
positive progress towards reconstruction. 
During our visits we also had the privilege 
to meet with the Honorable Masao Uchibori 
Governor of Fukushima Prefecture; the 
Honorable Shuichi Miura, Vice Governor of 
Miyagi Prefecture; Mayor Hiroo Kikuchi of 
Iwanuma City; Mayor Toshio Shimizu and 
Speaker Shigeru Nemoto of Iwaki City; and 
Vice Mayor Yukimoto Ito of Sendai City.
 
Today I also had the opportunity to meet with 
the Honorable Tadamori Oshima, Speaker of 
the House of Representative, the Honorable 
Keiji Furuya, Chairman of the Japan-FSM 
and Japan-Pacific Parliamentary Friendship 
Leagues, and the Honorable Masakazu 
Hamachi Parliamentary Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs – where we exchanged 
views on issues of great importance both on 
bilateral and regional levels. I wish to take 
this opportunity to thank the Government of 
Japan and the People for their commitment as 
a close partner to our economic development 
endeavors.
 

Since the disaster, I have been meaning to 
come to Japan to personally visit the affected 
areas, but due to obligations, I could not 
visit earlier. I am therefore pleased that my 
delegation and I were able to finally visit 
the affected areas on this occasion of the 5th 
Memorial Ceremony of the disaster. I wish to 
commend the hard work and dedication of the 
Government and People of Japan and pray for 
the full recovery of the Tohoku Region. We 
share some common difficulties with Japan 
as the Pacific Islands are also prone to natural 
disasters such as typhoons. In this respect, 
I wish to extend my sincere appreciation to 
Japan for their continued assistance on these 
occasions.

 
Once again ladies and gentlemen, my 
Delegation joins me in thanking you for 
joining us this evening.
 
DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU.”
 
Speaker Simina on behalf of Congress invited 
Speaker Oshima and all the officials that the 
delegation met throughout the trip to visit the 
FSM. The invitations were warmly welcome.

The delegation left Japan on March 12.

Speaker Simina attends National Memorial Ceremony in Japan.
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Society, a newly established NGO had 
some amazing art work on display.  It didn’t 
seem clear whether any of that impressive 
art work was for sale. 

Crowds gathered much earlier than the 
announced start time but no one seemed to 
be impatient.

Governor Marcelo Peterson spoke to 
the crowd which included members of 
Pohnpei’s traditional leadership, Vice 
President Yosiwo George, the diplomatic 
corps, representatives of the Pohnpei 
State Legislature, and numerous other 
dignitaries as well as the “rank and file”of 
Pohnpei residents.

President Peter Christian was unable to 
attend due to other commitments but he 
assigned Dr. Rufino Mauricio of the FSM’s 
office of Historical Preservation to address 
the crowd.

The Senipein Youth presented a long song 
in commemoration of the event.

Iso Nahnken of Nett, Salvador Iriarte gave 
the final word on behalf of the Mwoalen 
Wahu.

 Children of the Early Childhood Education 
program finished off the program with 
recitations given with great excitement.

Cultural Day celebrations were held 
throughout the FSM though some 
States opted to move the date to Friday, 
apparently in order to take advantage of a 
long weekend.

...Cultural Day
Continued from front page
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JOB OPENING

CLOSING DATE:	 	
April 22, 2016
TITLE:			 
Grants Officer 

RESPONSIBLE TO:		
Conservation Program Manager

SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBILITIES
Under the supervision of the Conservation 
Program Manager the Grants Officer is 
responsible for grant management and 
conducting project monitoring and evaluation.  
The work involves direct contact with grantee 
organizations and project implementers 
in the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
Federated States of Micronesia, Republic 
of Palau, Guam and the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands.  The Grants 
Officer is also responsible for evaluating 
and monitoring ongoing projects as well as 
managing grant agreements between MCT 
and donor organizations (including technical 
and financial reporting) together with the 
MCT Conservation Program Manager.  

SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES (NOT 
COMPLETE – FULL TOR AVAILABLE 
UPON REQUEST)
•	 Assist with the preparations for and 

conducting of Calls for Proposals;
•	 Prepare and monitor grantee 

subcontracts, including contract 
documents, budgets, workplans and 
reporting requirements; 

•	 Lead and serve as the primary contact 
for MCT program grants as assigned by 
the CPM;

•	 Monitor the implementation of approved 
projects, including email and telephone 
communications and site visits;

•	 Review, verification and filing of project/
grantee progress reports, technical and 
financial;

•	 Assist with the development of 
capacity-building workshop materials 
and delivery of workshops in project 
development and implementation; 

•	 Prepare reports and correspondences 
as necessary for grant award 

management as assigned by the CPM; 
and 

•	 Assist with fundraising, project 
development and grant-writing for 
Conservation Program advised sinking 
funds;

•	 Assist with website content maintenance
•	 Other duties, as required

QUALIFICATIONS
•	 Bachelor’s Degree in conservation-

related field or business administration 
preferred but AS with relevant 
knowledge and work experience 
acceptable;

•	 Strong written and spoken English;
•	 Ability to travel frequently;
•	 Computer literacy, especially Microsoft 

Outlook, Microsoft Excel and Microsoft 
Word and Microsoft Access;

•	 1 to 3 years work experience with 
increasing levels of responsibility 

•	 detail oriented, reliable, prompt and 
hardworking

•	 Strong team work skills

SALARY AND BENEFITS AND DUTY 
STATION
MCT offers attractive and regionally 
competitive salaries and benefits depending 
upon qualifications.   MCT does not provide 
relocation, housing or repatriation expenses.  
The duty station for this position is Pohnpei, 
Federated States of Micronesia.

TO APPLY:
(electronic submissions preferred)
Please provide:				  
•	 Letter of Interest			 
•	 Resume				  
•	 3 Letters of Reference

Submit to:  
Lisa Ranahan Andon
Deputy Executive Director
Micronesia Conservation Trust	
P.O. 2177 Kolonia
Pohnpei, FM 96941
Tel: (691) 320-5670
Fax: (691) 320-8903
deputy@ourmicronesia.org

TRADE MARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, 
Sears Brands, LLC, a Wisconsin 
Corporation, 3333 Beverly Road, 
Hoffman Estates, IIIinois 60179 USA, 
is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademark:

KENMORE

To be used in connection with grills 

Further, take notice that Sears Brands, 
LLC, a Wisconsin Corporation, 3333 
Beverly Road, Hoffman Estates, IIIinois 
60179 USA, attaches singular importance 
to its above referenced trademark and 
will immediately take the strongest 
legal actions to protect its intellectual 
property rights against any person(s) 
or business(es) found to be infringing 
those rights. Note that any infringing 
or unauthorized use of this mark while 
be met with civil and criminal action 
including injunctions, orders to seize, 
audits, full damages and costs.

Any inquiry regarding said trademark 
may be referred to the attorneys for Sears 
Brands, LLC, a Wisconsin Corporation, 
3333 Beverly Road, Hoffman Estates, 
IIIinois 60179 USA, as follows:

Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
2875 Michelle Drive, Suite 170
Irvine, California 92606
United States of America
Telephone: (714) 2831155
Facsimile: (714) 283-1555
Email: info@hilbornehawkin.com

This past school year, 
Pohnpei Catholic 
School installed a 
new Wi-Fi network 
that covers the 
entire PCS campus 
and added 28 tablet 
computers and IT 
equipment to bring 
the internet into the 
classroom and open 
the door for teachers 
to use technology to 
teach PCS students 
what the internet is and how it can be 
useful for their studies.  The Internet 
Society’s Community Grants Programme 
assisted with providing funding for the 
purchase of the equipment and volunteers 
from the school’s PTA helped install the 
wiring for the Wi-Fi network.  Everyday 
students use the tablet computers for 
classroom activities and all grade levels 
at the school, K-5 through 8th grade 
participate in the learning experience.  
 
The goal of this project was to increase 
the number of students at PCS who know 
what the internet is and become proficient 
users of it.  The project has been a huge 
success according to PCS first grade 
teacher Ms. Emily Hagen, who was the 
school-based point person to oversee use 
of the IT equipment.  In summary of the 
project, Ms. Hagen said, “Being able to 
teach students what the internet is and 
how to use it safely at a young age is so 
important.  Our students now know how to 
use the internet for research, projects, and 
what fun educational websites they can 
visit.  The resources PCS has been able 
to purchase with this grant have helped 
improve student learning outcomes and 
made us a globally connected school.”

PCS will continue to incorporate use of 
the internet into their curriculum and then 
share their work with other schools in the 
FSM and the Pacific who are interested in 
implementing similar projects.  For more 
information about this project please 
contact PCS PTA President Mr. Patrick 
Blank at p_blank@hotmail.com.

Ms. Emily Hagen teaching 1st grade 
students using the new IT equipment

Pohnpei Catholic School takes 
learning to a new level with 
Internet Society grant

Attendees of 2016 JAA-Pohnpei Summit 

On March 12, 2016, the JICA Alumni 
Association-Pohnpei held a Summit at the Cupid’s 
Restaurant. The purpose of the gathering was 
to: bring individuals who went to Japan for any 
technical training together; provide a networking 
and information sharing platform; continue to 
strengthen the FSM and Japan relationship, and 
share JAA-Pohnpei’s past and current projects 
since its establishment on November 8, 2014. 

The attendees were the Japanese Ambassador, 
H.E. Masaki Sakai, Madam Ambassador Sakai, 
FSM Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Lorin 
Robert, Resident Representative for JICA 
Micronesia Office, Mr. Kaoru Iwasaki, guests, 
and the JICA alumni members living on Pohnpei. 
The event included an 
opportunity for the JICA 
alumni members to share 
their training experience in 
Japan and how they have 
positively impact the work 
they do for the community, 
a presentation by the JAA-
Pohnpei President, and a 
certificate of appreciation 
awarding ceremony for 
the JICA alumni members. 
Along with the program, 
the JAA-Pohnpei Officers 

and the JICA Alumni members expressed 
their gratitude for the technical training 
programs that are available to the citizen 
and the financial support from the Japanese 
Government for making the projects 
possible. 

 
The event would not be possible too 
without the dedication and commitment 
of the JAA-Pohnpei Officers who are Ms. 
Universe Yamase (President), Ms. Patricia 
Pedrus (Vice-President), Ms. Masako 
Johnnyboy     (Secretary),Mr. Luciano 
Mathias (Treasurer), and Mr. Charles 
Sakios (JAA-FSM Secretary).  

JICA Alumni Association (JAA) 
Pohnpei Summit to strengthen the 
FSM and Japan Relationship
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TRADE MARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Sears Brands, LLC, a Wisconsin Corporation, 3333 Beverly 
Road, Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60179 USA, is the owner and sole proprietor of the following 
trademark:

CRAFTSMAN

to be used in connection with electric lawn mowers, lawn and garden string trimmer spools; lawn and 
garden tilling machines; lawn mowers; mechanical lawn mowers; riding lawn mowers; mechanical 
spreaders for seed and dry lawn chemicals; power blowers for lawn debris; power lawn and garden 
tools, namely, chippers and shredders; power operated lawn and garden string trimmers; power 
operated lawn and garden tools, namely, cultivators; power operated tools, namely, lawn and garden 
edgers; power-operated lawn aerators; power-operated lawn edgers; power-operated lawn and garden 
tillers, machine tool holders; power-operated garden hose reels; power-operated trowels; power-
operated sprayers; power-operated spray guns; tractor towed agricultural implements, namely, plows, 
harrows, disc harrows, mowers, reapers, harvesters, hay rakes, hay balers, broadcast seeders, manure 
spreaders, fertilizer distributors, corn huskers and rollers; tractor-towed fertilizer applicators; power-
operated garden hose reels; multi-purpose high pressure washers; mechanical spreaders; and 
Non-metal hose reels; manually operated hand tools for use with lawns and gardens, namely, clippers, 
hedge trimmers, garden and lawn rakes, shovels, spades, post hole diggers, weeding hoes, mattock 
hoes, garden hoes, hand cultivators, garden trowels, pruning shears, pruning saws, non-powered lawn 
mowers, lopping shears and grass shears, hand-operated spreaders for seed and dry lawn chemicals, 
hand-pumped sprayers for lawn and garden use; hand-operated sprayers for insecticide.

Further, take notice that Sears Brands, LLC, a Wisconsin Corporation, 3333 Beverly Road, Hoffman 
Estates, Illinois 60179 USA, attaches singular importance to its above referenced trademark and 
will immediately take the strongest legal actions to protect its intellectual property rights against any 
person(s) or business(es) found to be infringing those rights. Note that any infringing or unauthorized 
use of this mark while be met with civil and criminal action including injunctions, orders to seize, 
audits, full damages and costs.

Any inquiry regarding said trademark may be referred to the attorneys for Sears Brands, LLC, a 
Wisconsin Corporation, 3333 Beverly Road, Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60179 USA, as follows:

Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
2875 Michelle Drive, Suite 170
Irvine, California 92606
United States of America
Telephone: (714) 2831155
Facsimile: (714) 283-1555
Email: info@hilbornehawkin.com

JOB OPENING

TITLE:		
Conservation Program 
Manager (CPM)
CLOSING DATE:		
April 22, 2016

SUMMARY OF RESPONSIBILITIES
The CPM is responsible for the overall 
management of the Micronesia 
Conservation Trust (MCT) Conservation 
Program from program development, and 
financial and technical reporting, to grant-
making, knowledge management and 
partnership development. Tasks include 
program strategy development, project 
concept design and proposal writing, 
technical support to MCT grantees, ensuring 
compliance with MCT’s grant-making 
strategy and policies, and advised fund 
agreements. The CPM will also supervise 
the Conservation Program staff, including 
making grant and project assignments and 
conducting performance evaluations.
SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES (INCLUDE 
BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO):
•	 Lead the implementation of the 

Conservation Program-related Impact 
Area Goals from the MCT Strategic 
Action plan 2013-2018 (SAP). Also 
responsible for monitoring progress 
against targets.

•	 Responsible for directing the 
implementation of approved projects, 
including supervising grantees and 
MCT Conservation Program Staff, 
gathering and compiling of monitoring 
and evaluation data from MC1T funded 
projects, and distilling best practices 
and facilitating their dissemination to 
counterparts and partners.

•	 Responsible for MCT’s reporting to 
grantors on progress according to 
approved proposals and grant award 
conditions.

•	 Assist with and/or lead the development 
of grant proposals to external donor 
organizations.

(full TOR available upon request)
QUALIFICATIONS:
Education:	

Advanced university degree in environmental 
fields, Environmental Economics, Program 
and/or NGO Management, Business 
Administration or similar field. 
Experience:	
At least 5 years of relevant experience 
in conservation work, including program 
management and reporting; and the 
supervision of employees, including 
performance evaluation.
Management Skills: 	
Excellent analytical and writing skills, 
teamwork and people management, 
communication, negotiation and problem-
solving skills.  Experience with supervising 
program staff.
Language: 	
Fluency in English is required and fluency 
in at least one of the Micronesia vernacular 
languages preferred. Fluency in one or more 
the official languages of the United Nations 
is also desirable.
IT Skills: 	
Proficiency in standard computer software 
(word-processing, excel, presentations, 
databases and internet)
SALARY AND BENEFITS AND DUTY 
STATION
MCT offers attractive and regionally 
competitive salaries and benefits depending 
upon qualifications. MCT does not provide 
relocation, housing or repatriation expenses. 
The duty station for this position is Pohnpei, 
Federated States of Micronesia.
TO APPLY:  (electronic submissions 
preferred)
Please provide:			 
•	 Letter of Interest		
•	 Resume			 
•	 3 Letters of Reference	
Submit to:	
Lisa Ranahan Andon
Deputy Executive Director
Micronesia Conservation Trust 
P.O. 2177 Kolonia
Pohnpei, FM 96941
Tel: (691) 320-5670
Fax: (691) 320-8903
deputy@ourmicronesia.org

Only candidates selected for interview 
will be contacted.



The
K a s e l e h l i e  P r e s s

April 4 - 17, 2016
12

Opinion Editorial

Trekking into the rainforest to view the Menka 
Ruins on the stunningly beautiful island of 
Kosrae, Federated States of Micronesia,  was 
one of those experiences 
which was surprisingly 
impressive and energizing.  
My husband and I met Salik 
Wakuk by the bridge in 
the small village of Utwe, 
Kosrae.  He guided us to the 
Menka Trail down a bumpy 
dirt road.  Having no idea 
where we were going or 
what we were about to see 
added to my excitement for the trek. The ruins 
were not noted in any research I had done on 
the island.  The path through the rainforest 
was relatively flat but very challenging 
due to the wet and slippery terrain.  Salik 
quickly crafted two walking sticks from the 
local forest for us.  Annual rainfall is 5,000 
millimeters per year in Kosrae, so we were 
destined to get wet. But no worry, the forest 
provides wonderful coverage .  

We crossed the Menka River 5 times, 
sometimes walking on tree roots which were 
submerged underwater.  The 
water was crystal clear.  Salik 
explained to us that this was 
his family’s land and that 
his grandfather had kept 
information about the ruins 
a secret until he eventually 
confided in Professor 
Emeritus Harvey Segal, a 
noted teacher and longtime 
resident of Micronesia, in 
the 1960’s.   Since that time, 
there has been more interest 
in the ruins and other 
archeologists have come 
and visited the site.  However, the ruins have 
never become as popular as the nearby Lelu 
Ruins or the neighboring island’s Pohnpei 
Nan Madol ruins.  Our goal for the day was 
to visit the ruins but, as is so often happens, 
it is never the destination where the joy lies – 
IT IS THE JOURNEY.  Salik was engaging 
and informative as he introduced us to native 
plants of the rainforest, rich with food, tools, 
medicine and sheer beauty. Come join us for 
the walk. 

  We were first introduced 
to the Ka Tree (Terminalia 
Carolinesis-Combretaceae) 
considered endemic only to 
Kosrae and its neighboring 
island, Pohnpei.  It is a tall 
(up to 28 meters), straight, 
highly valued and remarkably strong tree 
with a fluted trunk at the base that may be 
several meters above the ground and can 
stretch out 10 meters.  The straight trunks 

are a major source of wood for building 
canoe hulls which are an integral part of 
the Micronesian culture.  Ka is also used 
for house construction and is a source of 
medicine. Additionally, if ever lost in the 
forest, you can pound the root with a rock 
and alert others of your plight because it 
resonates like drums in the forest. Above you 
see a family of Ka’s interconnected to one 

another.   

So let’s say I have my 
canoe, but as any boater 
knows, time will come 
for the inevitable leak and 
need for repair.  Again, 
the forest delivers.  Salik 
introduced us to the “acid 
tree’ which produces a 
natural caulk.  When you 

peel off the bark, the tree produces an epoxy 
type material which is mixed with local ‘lapa 
soil” producing a caulk which can be used to 
repair many things, including canoes. 

Time for a rest on the bamboo bench Salik 
built along the trail.  Giant bamboos are 
the largest members of the grass family.  
Think of it, certain species of bamboo can 
grow 3 feet in a 24 hour period at a rate of 
almost 1.5 inch an hour.  They are of notable 
economic and cultural significance and used 
as food (in Nepal a delicacy; in Indonesia, 

as a spice; pickled; sweet 
wine), medicine, construction 
(scaffolding), writing surface, 
weapons, fishing lines and 
musical instruments. 
 
While resting, Salik 
demonstrates the use of the 
red round fruits, locally called 
“Srifacf” which are found all 
over the forest floor.  These 
fruits eventually dry out and 
can be eaten.  They taste 
like walnuts.  
Delicious!

Another delicious and 
nutritious plant caught our 
attention – see the stunning 
Fiddlehead.  These furled 
fronds of young fern can 
be harvested for use as a 
vegetable. Fiddleheads have 
antioxidant activity, are 
a source of omega-3 and 
omega-6 fatty acids, and are 

high in iron 
and fiber.  The 
f i d d l e h e a d 
resembles the 
curled ornamentation (called a 
scroll) on the end of a stringed 
instrument, such as a violin.   
They are majestic plants. 
Ginger is a beautiful forest 

flower in bright pink with white trim. But 
don’t be fooled by its beauty – it is much 
more than an ornamental flower.   It has a 
long history of being used in lots of medicinal 

treatments. The root or stem, known as the 
rhizome, is packed with phenolic compounds 
that help improve the digestive system when 
consumed regularly. Ginger also reduces 
nausea and muscle pain from those long 
canoe rides.  It bolsters your body’s immune 
system to combat the common cold, flu and 
other similar problems. Locals also use the 
ginger leaves to wrap fish 
in before putting on the 
fire resulting in a moist, 
delicious grilled fish.    

And, now for a heavy 
hitter – the medicinal plant 
of Noni (Morinda citrifolia 
L) which has been used in 
the Pacific region for over 
2000 years.  Everyone 
has heard about Noni as it is commercially 
available all over the world.   Noni was one 
of the those plants that Pacific Islanders 
brought with them in their canoes when 
they migrated from their native land years 
ago.  Salik said that verbal history given to 
him has him keeping the plant in a jar for a 
few days until the plant softens.  The plant 
creates a horrible stench 
and is difficult to ingest.  
However, he states the one 
time he did this, his nasal 
passages opened widely and 
his sense of smell increased 
considerably.  There are many 
scientific papers on noni 
and this particular treatment 
method is noted to be quite 
effective for joint pain and 
arthritis.  

As we continued our hike, I 
encountered a different type 
of problem –a broken camera strap.  No – not 
to the internet or the local hardware store, the 
forest provides.   Known locally as “lo” the 
Beach Hibiscus (Hibiscus Tiliaceus). The 

wood is used 
for canoe parts, 
crafts, and fuel 
wood.     

The fibrous inner 
bark is utilized 
for cordage 
and parts of the 
plant are used 
medicinally.  Beach hibiscus 
is culturally 
significant 
throughout 
the Pacific.     

The rainforest abounds 
in beautiful colors with 
rich dazzling hues.  One 
of the stunners is known 
as the Australian rainbow 
eucalyptus tree (Eucalyptus 
deglupta).  This tree thrives 
in these lush, wet tropical 
forests.  The unique multi-

Trekking in the “Jewel of 
Micronesia”

Introducing “MossMan” 
By Patricia Gillette, PhD

colored bark draws immediate attention.  
Patches of outer bark are shed annually at 
different times, showing off their bright 
green inner bark.   These patches then darken 
and mature to give blue, purple, orange and 
maroon tones.  This continual peeling results 
in vertical colorful streaks of bright blues, 
greens and orange.  

 After a couple of hours, alas we come to the 
hidden ruins.  The ruins consist of hundreds 
of two rectangular parameters built from 
rocks piled together.  The parameters are 
approximately 10 x 12, some being larger.  
The one parameter consists of only the outer 
rock formation but the second structure (or 

room) has an inner pile of 
rocks built up about 1 meter 
in the center.   Historians 
note that visitors to Kosrae 
in the 1800’s spoke with 
local elders who knew 
some English and were 
good informants.  The 
Menka ruins are similar to 
religious structures found 

in other Pacific islands.  Salik says that it 
appears the structures are from the 12th 
Century BC at which time Micronesians 
practiced ancient religious ceremonies. 
Three gods in particular were served by a 
group of priests: Sinlanka, the breadfruit 
goddess and her husband, Nosrunsrap, god 
of thunder, and Sikaus, associated with many 

taboo places.  I asked Salik 
what he believed would be 
“taboo” places.  Salik stated 
that at times the priests would 
sit in a circle and drink kava.  
Salik thought long and hard 
and I think perhaps I was 
invading on private space.  
Eventually, Salik stated that 
there were rituals – often 
involving kava – practiced by 
people often involving flesh 
cutting. 

As we sat surrounded by these 
mystical ruins deep in the rich green, lush 
forest, I imagined what living here would 
be like centuries before. All I needed was 
right here – nourishment for the body, clean 

water for bathing and 
drinking and various 
woods to build with 
and keep me dry. 
Plants were medicinal 
should I become ill.  I 
imagine that with the 
limited knowledge 
of the world of that 
day, it would be easy 

to believe that the gods were somewhere 
“out there” providing for me 
and my family.   So, as we 
said goodbye to Salik, I felt 
grateful to be living on this 
wonderful planet and was 
reminded again of the need 
for environmental protection 
and global conservation.    
Thank you Salik for the gift 
of your journey and sharing 
a part of your history with 
me..  
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All are welcome to a celebration of life for Alison Elizabeth White 
MacConnell born April 3, 1927, departed March 26, 2016

The celebration will take place at 3:00 on April 9, 2016 at the 
Sacred Heart Church at PATS (Kupwuren Ieisus Church) in 

Tamworoi, Madolenihmw

Alison will be dearly missed.  Come celebrate her life with us.

DIRECTOR - POLITICAL GOVERNANCE & SECURITY

About the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat
The Pacific Islands Forum was founded in August 1971 and currently comprises 
16 independent and self-governing states in the Pacific. Forum Leaders meet 
annually to develop collective responses to regional issues.
The Forum’s administrative arm is the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, 
based in Suva, Fiji. It acts as the Secretariat for Forum-related events, 
implements decisions by the Leaders, facilitates the delivery of development 
assistance to member states, and undertakes the political and legal mandates 
of Forum meetings. The Forum Secretariat is also mandated to coordinate the 
implementation of the Framework for Pacific Regionalism.

About the Opportunity

An exciting and challenging opportunity exists for the right candidate to join 
the Secretariat as Director – Political, Governance and Security.

The role, which is part of the Senior Management Team at the Secretariat and 
reports directly to the Secretary General and Deputy Secretaries’ General, will 
lead a diverse team delivering key results to drive deeper regional cooperation 
and integration.  The Director must have a capacity to provide high level 
strategic advice and set priorities for the team.  She/he must also manage the 
performance of the team and be accountable for delivery of key results to 
deliver a prioritise regionalism agenda.  This role also contributes to driving 
the reform agenda of the Secretariat.

The position will have direct management of around eight Advisers 
implementing a set of key results to drive deeper regionalism.  This role 
will ensure that high quality policy advice is provided to representatives of 
Member States and the Forum Secretariat Executive.  She/he will lead a team 
of Advisers to build effective partnerships with a diverse range of regional 
actors – senior representatives of Forum Island Member States, Council 
of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP) agencies, other regional 
entities, development partners in the region, civil society representatives, and 
the private sector.

Some overseas travel will be required, particularly in the Pacific region, 
to represent the interests of the Forum Secretariat at its Members at major 
meetings and other events.

About the Benefits

The appointments carries a competitive remuneration and benefits package 
including medical and life insurance. The starting salary will be in the range of 
SDR53,463 to SDR60,146 per annum. At the 1 March 2016 exchange rate this 
salary range was equivalent to FJD159,925 to FJD179,916. For non-Fijian 
nationals, this salary may be tax-free. 

To be eligible for this position, the applicant must be a national of one of the 
following Forum member countries*.  Applicants must be willing to travel 
periodically via economy class.

Interested applicants are encouraged to apply through our website: www.
forumsec.org where an information package containing the job description 
and remuneration details is also available. Candidates must include in either 
their application or Curriculum Vitae the full contact details of three referees. 

The Forum Secretariat is an Equal Opportunity Employer and encourages 
both women and men to apply for its positions.

Deadline for applications is at 5pm (Fiji time), 22 April 2016.

*  Member States of the Pacific Islands Forum: Australia, Cook Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
and Vanuatu. 

Celebration of Life

March 2, 2016 (FSM Embassy, Beijing)—
In support of the Sister City relationship that 
exists between Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region and Yap State, as well as the support 
of the home province of the current FSM 
Ambassador in the FSM, His Excellency Li 
Jie, Ambassador Carlson D. Apis and Deputy 
Chief of Mission KS Vincent Sivas attended 
the promotional event for Ningxia at the Blue 
Hall room hosted by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China.  
	 His Excellency Wang Yi, China’s 
Foreign Minister was present to open the 
event.  The Foreign Minster explained his 
Ministry’s support in the event and encouraged 
the diplomatic corps, entrepreneurs, and 
media outlets to explore opportunities in 
Ningxia.  Ningxia Party Secretary Mr. Li 
Jianhua delivered a speech to invite visitors 
and investors to Ningxia.  A power point 
presentation was presented by Ningxia’s 
Governor, Ms. Liu Hui.  A panel discussion 
followed by a Q&A session was held during 
the second half of the promotional event for 
Ningxia.  

	 Located in the north-central area of 
China, within the lower and middle reaches of 
the Yellow River, Ningxia Hui Autonomous 
Region has a land area of 66,400 square 
kilometers.  It is home to a population of over 
6.7 million, of which 33% percent are the Hui 
people.  Ningxia is an excellent destination for 
travelers interested to learn and see relics from 
ancient history, experience unique custom, and 
marvel at breathtaking landscapes.  Ningxia is 
a rich and diverse region where there is sure to 
be something of interest to all travelers.
	 Some opportunities that exist in 
Ningxia for interested investors include 
Hi-tech industry, metallurgy, chemical 
industry, technical transformations of existing 
enterprises, value added products for export, 
projects to develop agriculture and marine 
products, renewable energy, tourism, etc. 
	 Ningxia and Yap entered into a 
sister city relationship in 2011.  High level 
and cultural exchanges have been carried 
out between the two sides.  Cultural troupes 
from Ningxia have visited Yap to promote 
people and cultural exchanges, while officials 

from the FSM have visited 
Ningxia to further strengthen 
the sister city relationship.  
The FSM Embassy supports 
Ningxia and will continue to 
encourage cooperation and 
exchanges between Ningxia 
and the FSM.  
	 For further information, 
contact the FSM 
Embassy in Beijing at 
Ph: (86)1065324708 or 
e-mail address: embassy@
fsmembassy.cn

FSM embassy attends the promotion of 
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region
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Joret Raymond, world traveler at age 71 has 

visited at least 200 countries or territories.
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Filipino fishermen rescued off 

Kapangamarangi

After 59 Days, three “typhoons”, six sharks, 

and thousands of prayers

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

Pohnpei, FSM – Resty Dabon, and Toto 

Feliciano of the Philippines were snatched 

from the jaws of death when the Japanese 

flagged purse seiner the “Tokiwa Maru 

Number 18” rescued them in the waters of 

Kapangamarangi in the FSM on October 

13.  The two men had been adrift in the 

ocean since August 15, a total of 59 days, 

each one of which they ticked off with 

a broken bottle on the sides of their tiny 

“payao” (Fish Aggregating Device - FAD) 

fishing boat.

A payao (FAD) is a device set in the water 

by fishermen in order to attract fish.  Purse 

seiners, the massive fishing machines that 

ply the oceans scooping up tons of fish 

with each pull of their huge nets have 

used FAD’s to help to ensure a catch.  Fish 

caught through the use of FAD’s tend to in-

clude a higher percentage of juvenile tuna 

and bycatch (fish that are discarded) than 

fish caught by other methods.  The Western 

and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, 

the Tuna Commission, in order to help to 

preserve fish stocks in the Pacific, banned 

the use of FADs in the Pacific.  The ban 

went into effect in August.

The FAD ban does not apply to local ves-

sels fishing local waters like the “Ange-

la,” a fishing vessel from the Philippines, 

owned by “Ten Point Fishing Company.”  

The “Angela” is a small vessel that serves 

as not much more than a staging and stor-

age place for fish caught by fishermen who 

fish at the payaos that belong to the com-

pany.  Each of fishermen brings the fish 

they caught back to the “mother ship.”  The 

boats they use are tiny, really designed for 

only one person.

On August 15, Dabon and Feliciano were 

fishing at a payao within site of the “An-

gela,” at a distance of approximately one 

and a half miles when a rain storm struck 

and they lost site of the vessel.  Their boat, 

powered only by a 7 ½ horsepower engine 

had no radio and no locator device.  With-

out visual sight lines, the men had little to 

no hope of finding the “mother ship.”

Both of the men said that they have worked 

for other Philippine fishing companies be-

fore and that none of the payao tenders had 

communications electronics. 

Feliciano speaks no English, but members 

of the United Filipino Community of Pohn-

pei who have joined together to take care 

of the two castaways since they landed in 

Pohnpei were able to translate for him.  He 

is not married but he has a fiancée in his 

hometown of Malandang Malungon, Sa-

rangani Province.  Toto’s fiancée is due to 

give birth to his child this month.

Both Dabon and Feliciano have talked to 

their loved ones by phone for a few minutes 

since they arrived in Pohnpei.  The phone 

calls were placed by Jerry Figueras who 

See “Filipinos Rescued” on page 8
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Kapangamarangi

After 59 Days, three “typhoons”, six sharks, 

and thousands of prayers
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Pohnpei, FSM – Resty Dabon, and Toto 

Feliciano of the Philippines were snatched 

from the jaws of death when the Japanese 

flagged purse seiner the “Tokiwa Maru 

Number 18” rescued them in the waters of 

Kapangamarangi in the FSM on October 

13.  The two men had been adrift in the 

ocean since August 15, a total of 59 days, 

each one of which they ticked off with 

a broken bottle on the sides of their tiny 

“payao” (Fish Aggregating Device - FAD) 

fishing boat.

A payao (FAD) is a device set in the water 

by fishermen in order to attract fish.  Purse 

seiners, the massive fishing machines that 

ply the oceans scooping up tons of fish 

with each pull of their huge nets have 

used FAD’s to help to ensure a catch.  Fish 

caught through the use of FAD’s tend to in-

clude a higher percentage of juvenile tuna 

and bycatch (fish that are discarded) than 

fish caught by other methods.  The Western 

and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, 

the Tuna Commission, in order to help to 

preserve fish stocks in the Pacific, banned 

the use of FADs in the Pacific.  The ban 

went into effect in August.

The FAD ban does not apply to local ves-

sels fishing local waters like the “Ange-

la,” a fishing vessel from the Philippines, 

owned by “Ten Point Fishing Company.”  

The “Angela” is a small vessel that serves 

as not much more than a staging and stor-

age place for fish caught by fishermen who 

fish at the payaos that belong to the com-

pany.  Each of fishermen brings the fish 

they caught back to the “mother ship.”  The 

boats they use are tiny, really designed for 

only one person.

On August 15, Dabon and Feliciano were 

fishing at a payao within site of the “An-

gela,” at a distance of approximately one 

and a half miles when a rain storm struck 

and they lost site of the vessel.  Their boat, 

powered only by a 7 ½ horsepower engine 

had no radio and no locator device.  With-

out visual sight lines, the men had little to 

no hope of finding the “mother ship.”

Both of the men said that they have worked 

for other Philippine fishing companies be-

fore and that none of the payao tenders had 

communications electronics. 

Feliciano speaks no English, but members 

of the United Filipino Community of Pohn-

pei who have joined together to take care 

of the two castaways since they landed in 

Pohnpei were able to translate for him.  He 

is not married but he has a fiancée in his 

hometown of Malandang Malungon, Sa-

rangani Province.  Toto’s fiancée is due to 

give birth to his child this month.

Both Dabon and Feliciano have talked to 

their loved ones by phone for a few minutes 

since they arrived in Pohnpei.  The phone 

calls were placed by Jerry Figueras who 

See “Filipinos Rescued” on page 8
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Pohnpei, FM – A 

rampant 
rumor 

spreading through-

out Pohnpei by 

means of the “co-

conut wireless” in 

Pohnpei that water 

provided by Pohn-

pei Utilities Com-

pany (PUC) con-

tains Hepatitis B is 

completely without 

merit.  The source 

of the rumors seems 

to have been a radio 

show aired some 

time before Christ-

mas.  The program 

was jointly produced 

by the Department of Public Health and 

the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA).  It w
as intended to educate resi-

dents of Pohnpei on the importance of 

good hygiene like the practice of wash-

ing hands before eating as a tool to avoid 

the possibility of contracting Hepatitis 

A.  The program was produced in the 

Pohnpeian language.

Someone misunderstood what was said 

and began spreading the rumor that PUC 

drinking water was unsafe.  

The rumor also said that children at 

Sekere Elementary school had been 

told not to drink water from the taps at 

the school because of the discovery of 

Hepatitis A in the water supply and be-

Rumors of unsafe PUC drinking 

water untrue

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

PUC water treatment plant in Nanpohnmal, Pohnpei
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FSM – “I tried to handle things in the 

Micronesian way.  I talked to people 

and I wrote letters to NORMA, but 

NORMA always said that they had 

to do what Congress approved,” said 

Perdus Ehsa, President of Pacific Food 

Services, incorporated.  He says that it 

ruined his business.

In September of 2007 Congress voted 

by resolution not to renew the corpo-

ration’s fishing access agreement with 

the National Oceanic Resource Man-

agement Authority (NORMA).  Ehsa 

said that the end of the access agree-

ment, for all intents and purposes was 

the end of their company’s ability to 

do their fisheries business and they, 

after having exhausted all other “Mi-

cronesian” means to resolve the prob-

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

Ehsa says that Congress 

resolution ruined his 

business
lem, have filed suit at FSM Supreme 

Court (CA 2009-001).

Perdus Ehsa said that Pacific Food 

Services, Inc. served as an agent for 

foreign longliners and handled logis-

tics primarily for Japanese and Korean 

vessels that wished to fish in the FSM.  

The company handled licensing, food, 

water, fuel supplies and anything else 

that a foreign longline fishing vessel 

might require in order to fish within the 

FSM Exclusive Economic Zone.

PFS had a fishing agreement with NOR-

MA that allowed them to obtain licens-

es for foreign longliners that started in 

2004 and was to end in 2006.

The company entered into a new agree-

ment with NORMA on November 6, 

2006 that would have allowed them to 

continue to offer their services “com-

mencing on November 9, 2006 or from 

the date it is approved by Congress, 

whichever is later.”

According to the PFS filing at Supreme 

Court the company was allowed by 

law to continue under the initial ac-

cess agreement (2004 to 2006) as long 

as they had filed a new agreement with 

NORMA for consideration by Con-

gress.  It was up to Congress to act on 

the agreement.  The Congress review 

and decision wasn’t completed until 

more than a year after the company’s 

filing of an agreement with NORMA.

On October 15, 2007, Congress, based 

on the Resources and Development 

Standing Committee Report 15-47 

chaired by Pohnpei’s Senator Dion 

Neth, passed Resolution 15-50 reject-

PFS files suit at Supreme 

Court asking for relief

A 

Christ-

mas Drop 

pallet loaded 

with medical sup-

plies, fishing equip-

ment, medical supplies, 

school materials, tools and 

toys floats down to an FSM is-

land in Chuuk.

Operation Christmas Drop

See Page 2 for full coverage

Doone  and  Kil l ion 

Present their campaign 

platforms for Governor

See Pages 8-9

See “PFS” on Page 3

See “unsafe Water Rumor” on Page 5

From Left: Rep. JICA Mr. Hamada, Amb. 

Sato, Director Keller, doctors and nurses of 

State Hospital
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Part 2 of a 4-part series on 

E-Waste - Pg. 6

“e-waste” is a term that is used to 

describe waste that has come from broken 

or unwanted electronics or electrical devices

E        -Waste

     Part 2

Read

Pohnpei “foreign  investors” 

take their case to the United 

States

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 

Islands (CNMI) – June 10, 2009  – The 

“big names” included as defendants in a 

complaint filed on June 10, 2009 in the US 

District Court in Saipan by Robert and Pat-

ti Arthur, US citizens residing in Pohnpei, 

and FSM citizens Bethwel and Marihne 

Henry have attracted headlines in newspa-

pers in the Pacific.

The plaintiffs named as defendants: The 

State of Pohnpei; the Federated States of 

Micronesia Development Bank (FSMDB); 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in 

her official capacity, and US Secretary of 

By Bill Jaynes

The Kaselehlie Press

the Department of the Interior Ken Salazar, 

also in his official capacity.

In the 15 page complaint, the “big names” 

were mentioned in only one paragraph.  

The plaintiffs asked the US court to order 

the Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and 

the Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar to 

stop releasing any funds “to Pohnpei or to 

the FSM for the benefit of Pohnpei, for any 

purpose whatsoever.”

The plaintiffs, through counsel Douglas F. 

Cushnie, sued the defendants for breach of 

contract, breach of Compact, and unjust 

enrichment.

The dispute centers on a $620,000 loan 

given to AHPW, Incorporated that was ad-

ministered by the FSM Development Bank 

in 1993 at the instruction of an FSM entity 

which no longer exists that was named the 

Federated Development Authority (FDA).  

According to Robert Arthur the FDA con-

sisted of the President of the Federated 

States of Micronesia and the four State 

Governors.

The money for the loan was provided by 

the United States Government in order 

to develop private sector investments in 

Pohnpei.  The fund was intended, accord-

ing to 30 FSM Code 301, to “contribute 

to the furtherance of close economic and 

commercial relations between the United 

States of America and the Federated States 

of Micronesia [and] encourage the produc-

tive presence of citizens and commercial 

enterprises of the United States in the Fed-

erated States of Micronesia…”

The AHPW, Incorporated loan was for the 

establishment of two entrepreneurial enter-

See “AHPW, Inc” on Page 2

 
   

Meets in 
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APIL

The Association of Pacific Island 

Legislators

SEE PAGE 4

 How Big of a Problem is E-Waste?

20 new young FSM citizen recruit submitted to the United States Army’s Oath of Enlist-

ment at Pohnpei’s Ocean View Plaza on Friday June 20, 2009.  They were Harvey Allen, 

Vinton Benjamin, Judith Chunn, Waldis Clark, Gilton Esau, Mavrick Hedson,  Oneil Cur-

tis Iriarte, Donna Joldersma, Josephine Lebehn, Lancelot Lebehn, Benjamin Mike, An-

thony Minoske, Albertus Noah, Ricky Olerag, Lynson Panuel, Fred Abner Sigrah, Yolanda 

Silbanuz, Achilles Susaia, Vincent Taulung, and Darryl Weitag. 

US Army inducts 20 more 

FSM citizens
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U.S. Coast Guard 14th District Public 
Affairs

HONOLULU — Coast Guard and 
AMVER crews rescued three boaters in 
the waters between Chuuk and Puluwat 
Atoll, Federated States of Micronesia, 
Wednesday.  An HC-130 Hercules 
aircraft crew from Coast Guard Air 
Station Barbers Point on Oahu, located 
three additional boater missing near 
Tarawa and are coordinating their rescue 
by a commercial vessel and the same 
Hercules aircraft crew has been diverted 
to search for an additional vessel also 
with three boaters overdue near Tarawa.

In the first case, three boaters, several 
days overdue on a voyage from Chuuk 
to Puluwat Atoll, in the Federated 
States of Micronesia are safe in Puluwat 
Atoll, Wednesday, following a joint 
international search. The missing men 
were on a 19-foot skiff and located by 
the motor vessel Shoryu.  All three men 
were brought aboard the Shoryu and are 
reportedly to be in good condition. The 
skiff was placed in a side tow and the 
Shoryu took the three men to Puluwat. 
A family member reported the men 
overdue Monday, prompting a search by 
the Coast Guard.  Watchstanders at Coast 
Guard Sector Guam issued an Urgent 
Marine Information Broadcast alerting 
mariners in the region to the situation. 
The watchstanders coordinated search 
efforts of two Automated Mutual 
Assistance Vessel Rescue System ships: 
the Soma Maru and Shoryu and provided 
search patterns for each vessel.  

In the second case near Tarawa, a 
Hercules aircraft crew located three 
boaters, missing for 8 days, just before 
noon, Wednesday. They dropped 
supplies from the plane to the boaters 
and the Coast Guard is working to 
identify a vessel in the area to relocate 
and rescue them. Watchstanders at the 
Coast Guard Joint Rescue Command 
Center in Honolulu were notified 
Monday, by search coordinators with the 
Rescue Coordination Center Nadi, Fiji, 
of an overdue 17-foot white and yellow 
skiff. The vessel reportedly had a 40 hp 
engine with 18 to 20 gallons of fuel on 
board and some fresh water. The skiff 
was reportedly last seen the morning 
of March 22 departing Teaoraereke 
Village, Tarawa, en route a fishing area 
10 miles to the south. A Royal New 
Zealand Air Force P-3 Orion airplane 
crew completed a search Saturday with 
no sightings. The Coast Guard provided 
the Hercules aircrew Tuesday. Due to 
the distance the crew covered to get to 
the search area, roughly 2,400 miles the 
distance from Los Angeles to New York 
City, they were able to search for 1 hour 
on scene before needing to land for crew 
rest and to refuel. Their search resumed 
Wednesday at first light. 

In the third case Coast Guard 
watchstanders in Honolulu are 
coordinating with search and rescue 
controllers at RCC Fiji to search for an 
overdue 18-foot skiff with three boaters 
aboard reportedly left Tarawa en route 
Maiana on a fishing trip.  The Coast 
Guard C-130 aircraft that searched on 
the second case has been diverted to 
begin searching the area. The missing 
19-foot skiff is three days overdue on 
their return from fishing near Maiana.

"We sincerely appreciate the support 
and coordination of all our search and 
rescue partners. Due to the size and 
scope of the Pacific we depend on them 
to help us respond in a timely manner in 
remote locations," said Petty Officer 1st 
Class Dustin Welch, a search and rescue 
controller at Coast Guard Joint Rescue 
Command Center Honolulu. "We also 
recommend to all boaters to be prepared 
for unforeseen interruptions in their 
voyages by being prepared with extra 
supplies and communications devices."

Mariners are reminded a properly 
registered electronic position indicating 
radio beacon can make a dramatic 
difference not only in being located, 
but in the amount of time spent at sea. 
EPIRBs use satellites, not line-of-site 
like VHF radios or cellular towers, 
increasing their range and reliability. 
They're highly accurate and once 
activated provide rescuers with excellent 
location information for anyone in 
distress, significantly reducing on scene 
search time.

AMVER, sponsored by the Coast Guard, 
is a computer-based, voluntary global 
ship reporting system used worldwide 
by search and rescue authorities. With 
AMVER, rescue coordinators can 
identify participating ships in the area of 
distress and divert the best-suited ship or 
ships to respond.

Coast Guard coordinates, assist 
search efforts for 9 missing boaters 
on 3 separate cases in the Pacific
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FFA ponders options for new US 
tuna treaty
 
KOROR, 24 MARCH 2016 (RNZI) ---A working group of the Pacific Island parties met 
last week with the United States to hammer out some options for a possible structure for 
the US Pacific Tuna Treaty. 
 
The interim treaty, which allows US purse seiners to fish in the Exclusive Economic Zones 
of island countries, is to expire at the end of December 
 
The Director General of the Forum Fisheries Agency, James Movick, told Pacific journalists 
at a workshop in Palau, that the small working group and the United States reps came up 
with several options for the treaty. 
 
These would be presented to the full group of Pacific Fisheries Ministers and also by the 
US reps to their industry group. 
 
Movick said it is hoped that by July there will be a proposed treaty in place. 
 
He didn't disclose the options but said there was a good exchange, and by having a small 
informal group, the exchange was freer flowing.

Rosselle Donre Named Manager 
of New MCS Branch in Ebeye
Ebeye, Marshall Islands - Pohnpeian Rosselle Bardelas Donre will head up MCS’s newest 
branch in Ebeye, Kwajalein Atoll. Mrs. Donre has been working with MCS Pohnpei since 
it started operations in Kolonia in 2012. “Rosselle’s commitment to improving customer 
service and her dedication to the job made her the perfect fit for the position,” wrote Randel 
Sylvester, CEO of MCS. This will be MCS’s third location in the region. The company 
expects prices to drop in its Pohnpei location thanks to an expanded customer base. “I am 
excited for the opportunity to work in Ebeye and bring the Pohnpeian spirit to our neighboring 
islands,” said Rosselle. She will be joined by her husband Jesse and son Rayshwan.

By Imam Mahmood Kauser

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community FSM 
expresses our deepest condolences to the 
victims of this horrendous act of violence 
against humanity that occurred this week in 
Brussels. “As the Imam of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community in FSM, I categorically 
condemn the terrorist attack that took place 
in Brussels, Belgium. The continuous attacks 
made on Zaventem Airport and Metro Station 
in Brussels are deplorable and greatly unjust. 
We mourn at these loss of lives, and express 
our deepest condolences on the families left 
bereaved.” Said Imam Kauser, the Central 
Missionary of Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
FSM (Kosrae Chapter).

He further said that “Justice is the foundation 
for lasting peace, and it is essential that the 
perpetrators of these heinous crimes are 
brought to justice. Islam is a religion of peace, 
and has nothing to do with such injustice and 
brutality. It must be remembered that this was 
not an attack on one country, but more so 
an attack on humanity. All across the world 
humans came together to condemn this attack 
and governmental officials should follow suit 
ensuring such acts don’t happen in the future.”

The violence in Belgium Tuesday, March 

22nd is the most recent incident in 
a series of incidents that is fueling 
anti-Islam sentiment around the 
world even in the FSM. The 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
has launched a campaign called 
“True Islam”. Through meetings, 
literature distribution, education, and 
our website trueIslam.com, many 
Muslims around the world are trying 
to fight stereotypes and combat 
terrorism.

The leader of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community International, 
Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, who 
currently resides in London, UK said 
the following, "Groups like ISIS 
or other terrorist groups are acting 
completely against the teachings 
of Islam because Islam invokes 
nothing but peace and love rather 
than brutality and injustice. All such 
terrorist groups are achieving is to 
defame the name of Islam.”

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
FSM joins in the prayers for swift 
justice and speedy recovery of the 
wounded.

Ahmadi Muslims of FSM condemn 
terrorist attacks in Brussels

PACNEWS
KOROR, 24 MARCH 2016 (TIA BELAU) ----The 
Pacific media practitioners gathering in Palau this 
week agreed to step up commitment “to stronger, better 
reporting for enhanced awareness of the importance of 
sustainable tuna fisheries to Pacific futures.” 
	 Journalists from American Samoa, Federated 
States of Micronesia, Fiji, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu have met this week as 
part of the 4th Pacific Media Summit hosted by the 
government, media partners and people of Palau.  
 	 Their two-day Fisheries Forum Agency 
(FFA) Tunanomics Pacific Media Initiative Regional 
editors dialogue on ‘Reporting the Future of Fisheries – 
challenges to 2020’ comes two years after the launch in 
February 2014 of the FFA Tunanomics Pacific Media 
Initiative at the 3rd Pacific Media Summit in Noumea, 
New Caledonia. 
 	 The journalists expressed success stories and 
challenges in covering tuna stories and came up with 
recommendations that would make fisheries stories more 
attractive to its readers. 
 	 One of the recommendations is “to develop and 
grow their understanding of Tunanomics and what the 
economics of tuna mean to policy and decision makers, 
not just to news makers.” 

 	 In Palau, although offshore fishing 
contributes less than five percent of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), Palau is taking a 
different approach, by conservation and beefing 
up its marine surveillance capacities through its 
new national marine sanctuary. 
 	 However in terms of news report 
on tuna, it has never gained so much attention 
internationally until the move to declare 80 
percent of Palau’s EEZ as a marine sanctuary 
with 20 percent dedicated to domestic fishing. 
 	 Pacific media also agreed to 
strengthen coverage to the human aspect of 
sustainable tuna fisheries, including the eyes of 
island communities and the fishers taking the 
resource. 
  	 In other nations in the Pacific, 
policymakers themselves to be educated on tuna 
fisheries and this can be done with public debate 
and awareness of this topical issue, through 
popular platforms such as talkback radio filmed 
for TV. 
 
Media members from other island nations also 
lauded Palau’s marine sanctuary law and efforts 
to include its local communities in revenue 
sharing from the tuna economy.

Pacific media commits to stronger reporting of 
Tuna stories
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In the last KPress the EC promised to finish 
up this edition with how we might motivate 
our Pohnpei teachers and inspire them to 
improve.  We explained that while teachers 
said they would be motivated if they were 
paid a higher salary—higher salaries are 
really not in the future. The readers must 
forgive EC—there will be no final answer 
this week as promised. But there are the 
beginnings. Last issue ended with:

“We can never improve student learning 
until we improve our teachers and motivate 
them to be better. 

 We will continue next EC and remember 
it’s a simple idea-motivation. It is just is 
getting someone to do something. People 
either do things because they want to do 
something or they have to do something. 
People are motivated by success and 
not motivated with failure. People are 
motivated to fulfill wants and needs. People 
have difficulty deciding what are wants 
and what needs are. There are always more 
wants than needs and usually more needs 
than resources. Exploring these ideas next 
issue will help us some (I think) unravel 
how to inspire and motivated our teachers. 
At least I hope so.”  

Recall all of this began when we looked 
at the idea of On-going Teacher Training 
or the constant updating of knowledge 

and skills by our Pohnpeian Teachers. 
We mentioned this was what the Pohnpei 
Department of Education wanted to do-
that is put together a program where all the 
teachers have the opportunity to always 
be improving.  We have noted that this 
on-going education is a hallmark of every 
profession from medicine to law and from 
engineering to education.  But how do we 
inspire or motivate the teachers when we 
are reminded of the EC reader who said 
“I have a friend who is a public school 
teacher and like many of her colleagues 
is suffering from depression as a result of 
a lack of inspiration and motivation; low/
poor pay and an insecure tenure with the 
new short term contracts now in place, 
being a major factor.”? Whatever we did 
we knew many teachers did feel this way 
and inspiring such teachers would not be 
easy. 

To start the PDOE wanted to know in 
where the teachers would benefit 
most in the science and social 
studies they are required to teach 
yet have not had any coursework 
their own teacher training. For 
this task PDOE contracted 
Womack and Associates (2015) 
to test all the elementary school 
teachers and survey all the 
curriculum materials to see if 
there were enough for their 

students. Once again this was done only 
for the sciences and the social studies. But 
as we said we already knew the teachers 
were insecure and many viewed the 
contract with suspicion. Many saw it as a 
control device put in place because PDOE 
did not feel that teachers were doing a 
good job. With this suspicious attitude 
how could we get the teachers to embrace 
On-going Teacher Training---something 
that would take even more of their time?  
If we tested the usual way we must test 
every teacher on what they are supposed 
to teach. This would mean usual tests on 
the content of Science as Inquiry; Physical 
Science and Technology; Earth and Space 
Science; Life and Environmental Science; 
Marine Science; Economics; Civics and 
Government; History; Geography and 
Culture. But since we already know that 
teachers will fail subjects they have not 
had, why try? Why prove something we 
already know?  Why test teachers in a way 
that is embarrassing when teachers are 
already fearful. Therefore we devised what 
was called the Comfortability Test. We 
simply stated standards they were suppose 
to teach and asked how comfortable each 
teacher was teaching in the ten (10) areas/

subjects required. When the tests were 
scored each teacher signed a letter to their 
principal asking for training.

“Socrates was wise because he           
knew he was not wise”

Step One: Make It a Priority

The famous saying “what we pay attention 
to grows” is very true when it comes to 
professional development and being a 
lifelong learner. We have to make it a 
priority! If we aren’t learning and pushing 
ourselves to get better, how do we expect 
others to follow suit? Our Pohnpei 
Principals should take pride in being an 
instructional leader. We firmly believe 
that the only way we can continue to lead 
is to constantly seek out opportunities to 
grow and learn. We owe it to ourselves, 
we owe it to those we lead, and, most 
important, we owe it to our students to 
be the best possible educators we can be. 
Personal growth is never ending. Just as we 
encourage and demand growth from our 
students, we should encourage and demand 
growth in ourselves. Life is a continuous 
improvement process.

We will keep at this 
topic until we get further 
answers---but a good start 
is the teachers asking for 
training. This is a very 
powerful way to show we 
are sincere in improving.
womackandassociates765
@gmail.com 

February 29, 2016 (FSM Embassy, 
Beijing) – Complimenting the work of 
the FSM Department of Transportation, 
Communications, and Infrastructure 
(TC&I) to realize the procurement of a 
Y12E aircraft for the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Ambassador Carlson D. Apis 
and Deputy Chief of Mission KS Vincent 
Sivas paid a courtesy visit to the AVIC 
headquarters to meet with Mr. Shi Yanfeng, 
President of the Civil Aircraft Division of 
AVIC.  

Touring the facility, and getting an update 
on the procurement of a Y12E aircraft 
to be donated to the FSM in the near 
future, Ambassador Apis expressed his 
appreciation to AVIC for their continued 
support and cooperation with the FSM.  
Ambassador Apis noted the transportation 
challenges of the FSM and his confidence 
that the Y12E aircraft will serve the FSM 
transportation needs.  

President Shi thanked Ambassador Apis 
for his visit to the company and informed 
the Ambassador that according to their 
plan and in consultation with FSM TC&I, 
the FSM should be expecting the delivery 
of the 19 seater aircraft (Y12E) as soon as 
June 2016.  President Shi also informed the 
Ambassador that his company will work 
on the proper training and maintenance 
of the aircraft with the relevant officials 
and technicians designated from the FSM.  
President Shi is pleased with AVIC’s 
partnership with the FSM and encourages 
the Embassy to continue the good working 

FSM Embassy meets with AVIC International

(L-R) Director Gao Qi, DCM KS Vincent Sivas, President of the Civil Aircraft Division Mr. Shi 
Yanfeng, Ambassador Carlson D. Apis, and Sales Manger Mr. Tang Di pose outside the AVIC 

headquarter building overshadowed by the majestic Olympic Bird’s Nest.

relationship that exists between the two 
sides.    

AVIC International, formerly known as 
China National Aero-Technology Import 
& Export Corporation (CATIC), is a large-
scale state-owned conglomerate with 
aviation products & technology import 
and export as its core business.  With over 
30 years of experience, the company has 
exported more than 2,000 Chinese made 
aircrafts to overseas markets.  So far, the 
company has established wholly-owned 
or holding subsidiaries in each main city, 
owns 8 listed companies, established 
100 overseas offices and covers over 180 
countries and regions. To date, AVIC’s 
assets has reached up to more than 35 
billion US Dollars.

The administration of H.E. President Peter 
M. Christian is dedicated to improving the 
transportation needs of the FSM.  In this 
regard, the FSM Department of Foreign 
Affairs and the FSM Department of TC&I 
have been in close consultation with the 
AVIC International Holding Corporation 
and are expecting the delivery of FSM’s 
Y12E aircraft this summer through funding 
under the gratuitous assistance from the 
Government of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

For further information, contact the FSM 
Embassy in Beijing at Ph: (86)1065324708 
or e-mail address: embassy@fsmembassy.
cn
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